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North Dakota
Cowboy Hall of
Fame

Helping Preserve Yesterday
and Today for Tomorrow

Friday, June 26, 2009

Patio, Center of Western Heritage
and Cultures, Medora

Social Hour — 5:00 p.m. MDT
Banquet & Program — 7:00 p.m.

Advance reservations required by
calling 701-623-2000

Saturday, June 27, 2009

Induction Ceremony
Tjaden Terrace, Medora

10:00 a.m. MDT - Trustees meeting
12:00 p.m. — Entertainment
1:00 p.m. — Welcome - Phil Baird
Invocation
Keynote Speaker
Humorist, Author & State Senator

Ryan Taylor

Introduction of Great Westerner
Honoree

Introduction of Legacy Award
Honoree

Introduction of Special Achievement
Honoree

Introduction of Ranching Honorees
Introduction of Rodeo Honorees

Introduction of Cowboy Long Rider
Honoree

Closing - Phil Baird

Arthur Link
Great Westerner

Willard Schnell
Legacy Award

50 Years in the Saddle
Special Achievement

Perfecto Fernandez
Pre-1940 Ranching

George Fenton
Modern-era Ranching

Brad Gjermundson
& Angus Fox
Modern-era Rodeo

Melvin Griffin
Pre-1940 Rodeo

John Hovde
Cowboy Long Rider
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It from the b

oard

Dear Members
and Friends:

Some interest-
ing stories come
to our Hall's
Board members
about inductees
and how they
received a “life
calling” that would pave the way for
recognition in the N.D. Cowboy Hall
of Fame.

Since we are well into the high
school rodeo season, this is a short
story about one N.D. prep cowboy
who nearly missed his calling. A sig-
nificant event almost cost him his life.

A talented and budding competitor,
this cowboy claimed all-around hon-

Dickinson and compete at the College
National Finals Rodeo.

During the next 25+ years, the
future Hall of Famer would claim 14
NDRA state championships, half of
these as N.D.’s best all-around cow-
boy by entering rough stock and timec
events weekend after weekend.

Because of these accomplishments
and other contributions to the sport of
rodeo, in 2002 the now-seasoned cow
boy was inducted into the NDCHF.
For Dale Jorgenson, of Watford City,
it was a calling that almost didn’t hap-
pen.

The 2009 inductees and their fami-
lies will make their way to our annual
NDCHF ceremonies on June 27 in
Medora. We invite you to come and
learn about their “calling” to the Hall

ors one year at the state high school of Honorees.
finals in Beulah. On behalf of the Board and
He won or placed in all of the roughTrustees, | congratulate this year’s
stock events and the steer wrestling. class of outstanding inductees.
And he was qualified to go on to the  And we thank you for your contin-
national high school finals in early  ued support in helping the world come
August at Reno, Nev. to know the stories about our great
But a life-changing experience western heritage legends.
would test the young man.
During the heat of late July, he and Phil Baird, NDCHF President
his friends decided to go swimming at
the Syverson Dam on the North Fork
Creek. They were crossing the dam
when the high school rodeo champion
went underwater.
His friends searched frantically for
their buddy as precious seconds ticked
away, just like in the rodeo arena.
After being four minutes underwa-
ter, the cowboy’s friends found and
brought him to the shore unconscious.
He was taken to the nearby hospital,
barely alive. It was such a close call.
The cowboy’s very weakened con-
dition led to a doctor’s decision that
there would be no travel to Reno. As a
high school senior, the young man had
to pass on his last chance to compete
at the nationals.
Various sources indicate the cowboy
recovered to earn money in both RCA
and amateur rodeos during the months
following his ordeal.
He would move on to become part
of N.D.’s first college rodeo team at
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Send Letters, Address Changes, Membership
Contributions to:
North Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame
120 N. 3rd St., Ste. 85
Bismarck, ND 58501-3860
Phone: 701-250-1833
Fax: 701-250-1835

Medora Office:

PO Box 137
Medora, ND 58645-0137
Phone: 701-623-2000
Fax: 701-623-2001

Website: www.northdakotacowboy.com
E-mail: info@northdakotacowboy.com

Vision
People of all Nations and cultures will
come to understand and appreciate Nort
Dakota’s ranching, rodeo and Native
American cultures through the North
Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame.

Mission Statement
The North Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame
will strive to preserve and educate aboy
the western history and cultural heritag
es of North Dakota’'s Native American,
ranching and rodeo communities.

Operating Hours

May-Sept. 10 a.m.-8 p.m. MDT.
Oct.-Apr. Open upon request.
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These are dif-
ficult times for

non-profits across To do so, however, and to continue

the country.
Because of eco-
nomic uncertain-
ties, charitable
gifting to non-
profits and chari-

otes from darrell

Our goal to pay off the remaining Part of your income is actually tax
loans for the Hall of Fame continues. free, and you can also claim a signifi-
cant charitable deduction.
preserving your heritage, we need peo- We are always available to answer
ple to step up to the plate and considequestions and help make plans for your
the Hall of Fame when gifting. family’s security, while you become

The possibilities are endless. There part of history with a plan to help the
are rooms you can put your name on. North Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame.
You can also make a simple bequest in Many have also purchased memo-

ties has dropped

your will or trust. rial plaques or theater chairs for a
dramatically nationwide.

It's easy. You can either have an  loved one. It's a nice way of putting

Many of the grants that non-profits attorney do it or use a simple change @omeone’s name in the Hall of Fame
received in the past have now been beneficiary form that we can provide. and will create memories for years to
reduced or eliminated. The endowment Stocks aren’t making money? CDs come.
income foundations used to fund their not paying enough? You might con-  Gifting decisions are never easy. We
grants disappeared with the declines isider developing a charitable gift annuall get calls every week, and most of
the stock market. ity that would create a fixed income them are for worthy causes.

The $4.50/gallon gas last summer for you and, if you would like, for a But there are ways of gifting that can
seriously impacted the travel industry. survivor. actually provide you with an income
And the loss of jobs during the current Rates are age dependent and rangeand a deduction and, in effect, paying
recession will likely have a negative from around 5 percent for someone you twice to for a good deed.
impact again this summer in towns likewho's 60 years old to as high as 9.0
Medora that depend on tourist traffic. percent per year for a 90 year old.

NDCHF hosts antigue gun road show

As an added feature to the “Guns ofp.m. MT and Sunday from 1-3 p.m. firearms that
Dakota” exhibit at the Cowboy Hall of MT). gun owners
Fame again this season, the NDCHF Doug Wicklund, one of the nation’s bring in for
will host an Antique Gun Road Show top firearms experts, will be on hand examination.
on June 13-14 (Saturday from 1-4  to evaluate the interesting and historic Wicklund,
curator of
the National
Firearms
Museum in
Fairfax, Virg.,
says the guns
in the NDCHF exhibit “tell the story
of the opening of the West through the
end of the frontier.”

He is in charge of the National Rifle
Association’s 4,500-piece collection at
its museum in Fairfax.

Along with Wicklund at the Road
Show will be Mark Halvorson, from
the State Historical Society of N.D.,
and Gerald Groenewold, from Grand
Forks.
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Hall adds to exhibits

The “Guns of Dakota” collection

train two weeks
after the siege
began.
The plank
cannon is
on loan to
the NDCHF
from the State
Historical
Society of
North Dakota.
A very rare
and storied
model 1886
Winchester
carried to
the Klondike

this season will feature a .36-caliber gold fields in the 1890s has also
Colt that once belonged to “Buffalo  peen added to the “Guns of Dakota”

Bill” Cody. exhibit.
The incredible revolver that was

presented to Cody by Samuel Colt
is on loan from the NRA's National
Firearms Museum in Alexandria, Virg.

Other new firearms in the “Guns of
Dakota” exhibit include a plank can-
non found at the site of Fort Dilts,
near present-day Marmarth.

The rare, small cannon was used
during the siege of a wagon train by
Lakota Warriors in 1864.

The wagon train, under the com-
mand of Captain James Fisk, was
enroute to the Montana gold fields
from Fort Rice, Dakota Territory,
when the running battle took place.

Fisk eventually circled his wagons
and used plows to build a sod wall
around his embattled group. Over 900
soldiers from Fort Rice (south of pres;

ent-day Mandan) rescued the wagon

WE PUT THE WORLD AT YOUR FEET

www.carpetworldfargo.com € www.carpetworldbismarg

k.com

The 40/82-caliber lever action was
carried over the famed Klondike
Pass in the Yukon by Trustee David
Dunlop’s great-uncle Patrick Carey,
who was on his way to the gold fields
of Alaska.

Hundreds of men and thousands
of horses died trying to make the
treacherous journey. Carey and the
Winchester made the trip. He didn’t
get rich, but he did make it home with
the rifle.

Dunlop, of St. John, N.D., presented
his great-uncle’s rifle to the NDCHF,
and it is now part of the permanent
collection.

Extraordinary examples of wood
carvings by folk artist John Sogge also
went on display this year.

Sogge, born in Minn., was a cow-
boy and rancher who gained national
acclaim for his remarkable modeling
of wagons, horses and people.

The folk art collection features a
“cutter”, a “Victorian carriage”, a
“spring wagon”, a “mud wagon stage
coach” and a “piano box buggy”.

They were gifts from NDCHF
benefactor Palmer Nelson, Sogge’s
brother-in-law who has made numer-
ous other gifts to the Hall of Fame.
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NDCHF plates still
available

NDCHF Executive Director Darrell Dorgan is excited
these days about the new NDCHF license plate.

He says, “The plates are being proudly displayed on
vehicles around the state and beyond. They will be an
excellent marketing tool for the Cowboy Hall of Fame.”

Judith Hammer, project manager, says, “It's not too late
to order yours if you haven't done so already.”

You can still order through the NDCHF office or directly
through the ND DOT. Remember—NDCHF gets $15 of
each special license plate ordered.

If you need a form, call the Bismarck office (701-250-
1833) or go to www.dot.nd.gov. Click on Application for
Organization Plate (SFN 54397), complete the form and
mail it to the ND DOT.

'
T
HALL OF FAME
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undraising

NDCHF sells theater chairs

Joe R. Bosch

Henry & Margaret Breuer

Vic Christensen

Emmet & Dorothy Dorgan
Donald & Delanis Eckroth
George & Thelma Fenton
Joe & Sandi Frenzel, Little
Missouri Cattle, LLP

Lemore & Rosella Greenshields
Florence Hauer

Joe Hauer

Kenneth & Irene Henry
Marvin L. Kaiser

Rep. Theodore A. & Helen W.
Lang

e Preston & Sharon Leingang

* A. Lynn McMillan

e Richard Miller

Would you like to put your name or Fame. For $500, you can have a brass Jim & Jean Nesheim

the name of a friend or loved one on @laque put on a theater chair.” + Evelyn Neuens

piece of the Cowboy Hall of Fame?  He says, “It will be ‘first come, first * Nickadomus Senn & Lorance
There’s now an opportunity for served,’ just like the patio tables, and Wolf

those who missed out on a patio there are only 25 unsold chairs left.” ¢ Kurt & Madonna (Tescher) Tibor

table to do so. People can purchase a Chairs have been purchased honor- & family

chair in the Tom Leach Theater at theing the following: _ _

Cowboy Hall of Fame for just $500. Call the Bismarck office (701-250-
NDCHF Executive Director Darrell « L. Ray Baird 1833) for more information or to pur-

Dorgan says, “This is your chance to + Paige Baker Sr. & Cora Baker ~ chase a chair.

add your name or a family member orr  Robert & Ruth Bayer

friend’s name to the Cowboy Hall of ¢ Georgia Bosch

NDCHF Trustees & Cowboy Poetry members sell tickets

by Judith Hammer

An equal opportunity chance to win that this signature saddle is exactly
the hand-tooled, one-of-a-kind saddlewhat a well-groomed steed needs for
created by Bill Engen for this year’s the Fourth of July parade.

raffle still stands. The winner of this year’s raffle will
Cowpokes attending the Medora  be announced during NDCHF induc-

Cowboy Poetry Festival over tion activities in Medora on June 27.

Memorial Day weekend will have By early May, 16 percent of last

the opportunity to inspect the saddle year’s gross ticket sales have been
at close range and to buy even more received at the Bismarck office.

chances to take possession of the Contact the NDCHF office in
Theodore Roosevelt saddle. Bismarck (701-250-1833) if you have
Between the two organizations, a hankering to sell more tickets, and

more than 500 people have been fan-we’ll get them in the mail to you as
ning out over the Dakotas since last quickly as we can.
fall, convincing friends and neighbors
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009 Inductees

He returned
to the farm/
ranch to help his
father, who was
keen on patrtici-
pating in agri-
cultural orga-
nizations. Link
took it to heart
and continued
his involve-
ment with the
Farmers Union.

He spent the
winter of 1937
at Brookwood
Labor College
in upstate
N.Y., learning
organizational
techniques and
broadening his
horizons.

Link married
Grace Johnson
in 1939, built
a farm/ranch
operation in
McKenzie
County and
a family. By

Great Westerner Division

ARTHUR LINK

Arthur Link was born on May
24, 1914, near Alexander, N.D., in
McKenzie County.

His father was an immigrant from
what is now the Czech Republic, and
his mother was from Germany. They
gradually found their way to western
N.D. and filed a homestead.

His formal education took place in
a one-room country school where he
completed & grade.

In 1929, he enrolled in a two-
year farm husbandry course at N.D.
Agricultural College at age 15, but
was able to complete just the first
year.

The cow/calf ranching operation,

grew to 2,000 acres.
Link was active in township and

formed the basis for his legislative
career that began in 1946 when he
was elected to the N.D. House of
Representatives, serving as minority
leader for 14 years.

Governor of N.D. in 1972. While
Governors’ Conf. in 1978.
to benefit N.D.’s citizens are legion.

Most importantly, he called for cau-
tious, orderly development of the

county boards and organizations that

state’s natural resources.

In 2008, a documentary film by the
Dakota Institute, when the Landscape
is Quiet Again, captured Link’s
indomitable spirit and paid tribute to
his tenacity and many good works.

Link is an avid supporter of the
NDCHF, signing up as a charter mem-
ber and served as honorary chair of
the initial capital campaign.

They live in Bismarck where Art
continues to keep abreast of politi-
cal and social affairs. His interest in
preserving and celebrating the past are
also evident in his roles as chairman
of the N.D. Centennial Commission.

Link was also a NDCHF charter
member and Trustee and a charter
member of the National Cowboy Hall
of Fame.

He was also a member of the N.D.
Farmers Union, McKenzie County
Farmers Union and Welfare Board,
county and state Farm Security
Administration committee and
the Randolph Township Board of
Supervisors and School Board.

His character, wisdom, integrity and
determination have been invaluable
in preserving western N.D.’s heritage
and lifestyle.

1951, they had five boys and one girl.

operated from 1929-1970, eventually Legacy Award

WILLARD SCHNELL

Willard Schnell is one of eleven
children born to Ray Sr. and Clara
Schnell of Dickinson. He was raised
in Dickinson, where he has lived all
but seven years of his life.

In 1970, he was elected to the U.S. Schnell’s father and two partners
House of Representatives and electedounded the Dickinson Livestock

Sales Company in 1937 and, from

Governor, he chaired the Midwestern that time on, the auction and livestock

market business played a major role in

His accomplishments that continue the entire family.

Schnell launched his auctioneering
career at age 18 and learned his
auction chant from his father and his
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brothers Howard and Robert. Range Champions Ride), Dickinson Skunk Creek Camp on Ft. Berthold.
Over the years, he sold auctions  Teddy Roosevelt Rodeo, Minot IndooiMembership requirements have
of all types, including cattle, horse  Rodeo and Miles City Bucking Horse changed through the years.

and sheep sales; farm and real estateSale. Now, a man or woman must be at

auctions; and charity and fundraising Over the years, Schnell has least 55 years old and have worked

auctions. contributed his time, talent and with livestock for his/her livelihood.
He has sold an amazing number of resources to many industry Women were first allowed active

feeder cattle and calf sales, estimatedbrganizations. He is a past president membership with the right to vote in
at more than four million head, and of the N.D. Auctioneers Assn. and the1980 when Lettie Kellogg was admit-

tens of thousands of horses, over his Mont. Auctioneers Assn. ted.
62-year career. He has been active in the U.S. The membership boards at Watford
In 1960, Schnell moved his family Meat Export Federation; the N.D. City’s Heritage Park list over 500
to Miles City, Mont., where he Beef Commission; and the National members since 1957.
operated the Miles City Livestock Cattlemen’s, American Quarter Horse, In 1958, charter members voted in
Center for seven years. N.D. Rodeo and N.D. Cutting Horse 17 “old timers” as honorary mem-
Following his time in Miles City, Assns. He serves as a N.D. Cowboy bers, including Sam Rhoades, Crist
Schnell returned to Dickinson and, in Hall of Fame Board member. Lee, Shy Osterhaut, Dr. H. Anderson,
1977, purchased Schnell Livestock Schnell has seven children. He Alfred Haugen, Clint Randall, Billy
with partners Armon Wolff, Delmar  married Linda Knapp in 1992. Timmons, Richard Maase, Usher L.
Erickson, and his son, Larry. They Burdick, Martin Knutson, Charlie
changed the name to Stockmen’s Davis, Gube Saunders, E.H. O'Cain,
Livestock Exchange. Ben Bird, Bill Taylor, John Leakey
In 2001, Stockmen’s Livestock Special Achievement Division and Mert Buckley.
purchased Western Livestock and, In 1961, the group decided that
today, they sell from 130,000 to 50 YEARS Watford City would be the official
160,000 head of cattle each year. headquarters, with dues set at $5.00.
He no longer sells, but is still a IN TH E SADDLE Dues have since risen to $10.00,

partner in the operation of the two
facilities, along with Larry Schnell
and James Erickson.

When not working behind the
microphone, Schnell was heavily
involved in rodeo, both as a contesta
and as a promoter and manager.

He was a state champion calf rope
and cow cutter and also competed in
steer wrestling and bronc riding.

Schnell helped create or manage
top-notch rodeo events, including
the Dickinson Bronc Riding Match
of Champions (now Home On The

which covers the annual meeting
meal. There are about 130 members
who meet for the June round up.
Four volumes of western N.D. his-
tory, compiled by Andrew Johnston
and Manfred Signalness, have been
published by the organization.

e The group has created historical
é;'larkers; put up plaques, signs and
enches; donated trophies for 4-H
shows; and generally documented life

on the “western edge.”
Many members have been indi-
vidually inducted into the NDCHF,

On May 26, 1957, 22 ranchers who
had been working with cattle since
at least 1907 met in New Town and
organized a social club dubbed “50
n\{ears in the Saddle”.

They decided to gather once a
(year to reminisce and “to preserve
memories and traditions”. Many of th
charter members also belonged to th
Western Livestockmen’s Association
(now the N.D. Stockmen’s
Association).

The second annual meeting was
held in 1958 at Angus Kennedy'’s















































































