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It from the board

Dear Members
and Friends:

The North
Dakota Cowboy
Hall of Fame
continues to
grow and make
adjustments as
needed. One
important area for change is the
induction process into the Hall of
Honorees.

When the Hall was first being
developed, members of the Board
of Directors researched other Hall
of Fame organizations to see what
worked and what didn’t.

We learned a lot about the need to
establish and faithfully follow the
Hall’s purpose and its founding prin-
ciples. This was important for main-
taining integrity, a major attribute of
the Hall today.

One significant realization early on
was that the Hall could not encom-
pass everything under the sun that is
western heritage. There were just too
many facets of our history to cover.

So, we decided to focus on hon-
orees among North Dakota’s Native
American, Ranching and Rodeo cul-
tures.

For the Hall of Honorees, we
embraced the idea that inductees
would not be recognized just for
major accomplishments. This could
be covered in the historical exhibits
of the Hall.

The Hall of Honorees recogni-
tion would be focused on lifelong
achievements. Thus came the mini-
mum 50-year-old age rule for induc-
tion eligibility.

The Hall’s Trustees have been the
main advocates for making sure older
people and events are considered a
priority for induction.

They said that, the longer the gap
in recognition, the greater the chance
in forgetting the accomplishments of

an older generation.

We’ll need to remember that, at
some point in the future, the younger
generation will be the older genera-
tion.

The Hall presently has 11 induction
categories. We conduct annual induc-
tions for ranching and rodeo, while
the rest of the categories are rotated
on a staggered basis.

For a relatively small state popula-
tion, this is a good thing. For people
anxious to see more inductees com-
ing in faster, the staggered rotation
tests the value of human patience.

Speaking of patience, there are at
least two Hall of Famers who dem-
onstrated tremendous patience up to
their time of induction.

Confident of their track records
in the rodeo arena, Tex Appledoorn
and Almit Breuer never wavered in
their support of the Hall, while going
through several years of nomination.
I’ll bet they would say the wait was
well worth it.

Another strong supporter of the
Hall is PRCA world bareback cham-
pion Wayne Herman. A likely candi-
date for the Hall of Honorees, he has
not yet reached age 50.

But, without hesitation or need for
induction, Wayne gifted the Hall with
his most prized rodeo possessions--
his riding equipment--to share with
the people. A world class act he is,
inside and outside the arena.

Looking to the future, changes
are sometimes needed. For the past
two years, the Board and Trustees
reviewed the induction history and
finally made a change in one cat-
egory.

The recognition process was
expanded by changing the Rodeo
Producer category to a broader Rodeo
Arena division, which will include
rodeo producers, stock contractors,
announcers, secretaries, rodeo clowns
and bullfighters.

Yup, the Hall continues to grow

and, sometimes adjustments are
needed. But our members and friends
can still see we are following the
Hall’s founding mission and guiding
principles that sustain the integrity of

what we are about.

With your continued support, the
Hall will continue to prosper. Let’s
look forward to the 2008 class of
NDCHF Hall of Honorees.

Phil Baird
President

NDCHF begins 2008
induction process

Nomination forms for the 2008
induction cycle have been sent
to the NDCHF Trustees. The
induction divisions for this round
are;

€ 3 in Ranching Division (1
Pre-1940 Rancher, 1 Modern-
era Rancher and 1 Ranch);

€ 3in Rodeo Contestant Division
(1 Pre-1940 and 2 Modern-
era);

€ 1in Rodeo Livestock Division;

€ 1in new Rodeo Arena
Division; and

€ 1in Leaders of Rodeo and
Ranching Division.

Nominations must be postmarked
on or before January 19, 2008.
Please note that these must also be
signed by a Trustee and include
a good-quality photo. Incomplete
nominations will not be accepted.

Once submitted, nominations
become the property of the NDCHF.

For more information about the
nomination process or to obtain
nomination forms, please call
the NDCHF’s Bismarck office at
701-250-1833.
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A few words from darrell

The NDCHF
doors in Medora
officially closed
the end of
September for
the 2007 season.
We will open
the beginning
of May for the
2008 tourist season.

However, we are open on request
the rest of the year. If you have a
group that wants to book meeting
rooms or tours during the off season,
give us a call.

We are now booking holiday par-
ties for December and reunions,
meetings, weddings and gatherings
for 2008.

Members receive discounts, and we
can provide catering and entertain-
ment.

People often wonder why we aren’t
open year around. The answer is
simple: practical economics.

The North Dakota tourism season is
about 60 days long, and most attrac-
tions (ours included) aren't big money
makers until mid-June. The real tour-
ism season begins in late June and is
great until about mid-August.

Attractions lose most of their
seasonal employees in mid-August
because, unlike many states, N. Dak.
begins school prior to Labor Day
weekend.

In addition to struggling to main-
tain staff until the end of September,
the number of tourists who walk
through the door drops considerably
when the school bell rings.

It would be nice to be open year
round, but it’s not likely to happen.

The National Park Service closes
the Painted Canyon scenic overlook
west of Medora for most of the win-
ter, and the roads within the park are
also restricted.

Until the National Park Service
stays open during the winter, it’s not
likely private businesses will either.

Like most tourism-related business-
es, we were hurt by high gas prices
this past summer, and the number of
out-of-state vehicles was noticeably
down.

What will next summer bring?
We’re hopeful.

Overall, we had a decent summer.
Gas prices caused our projections
to be off a bit, but we were quick to
trim costs and make the changes nec-
essary to bring expenditures in-line
with revenues.

We’re already busy planning for the
2008 season and are looking at two
different exhibit possibilities for the
changing gallery.

We’ve been working with the
National Rifle Association and the
State Historical Society of N. Dak.
for a possible display called “The
Guns of Dakota,” which would make
a wonderful exhibit.

The other possibility is a group
of original oil paintings from the
Gilcrease Museum of Tulsa, Okla.

The nearly 30 fascinating paintings
were done in N. Dak. between 1870
and 1880.

Virtually unknown here, these pro-
vide a wonderful glimpse of life on
the prairie prior to the big surge in
homesteading in the 1890s.

We will also be making changes in
the Hall of Honorees during the win-
ter months to make it easier for you
to see the photos and biographies of
the inductees.

It’s been a good year. The rain was
plentiful, beef prices remain high and
grain prices are the highest in history.
Oil rigs are drilling in western N.
Dak., and people are smiling.

As we approach the holiday season
and a new year, | hope for your con-
tinued health and happiness.

Thanks for your support, and I look
forward to seeing you in Mandan in
February for the Annual Meeting.

Darrell
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Vision

People of all Nations and cultures
will come to understand and appre-
ciate North Dakota’s ranching,
rodeo and Native American cultures
through the North Dakota Cowboy
Hall of Fame.

Mission Statement

The North Dakota Cowboy Hall of
Fame will strive to preserve and edu-
cate about the western history and
cultural heritages of North Dakota’s
Native American, ranching and rodeo
communities.

Operating Hours

May-Sept. 10 a.m.-8 p.m. MDT.
Oct.-Apr. Open upon request

FAME

an
er

an
on
od

arck
lora

inson

dan
bina
arck
inot
orks
son
City

and




November 2007 < The Cowboy Chronicle

Page 5

Plans underway for 2008 Annual Meeting

Planning has already started for
the February 2008 Annual Meeting
at Mandan’s Seven Seas Hotel.

The two-day gathering begins
on Friday evening, February 22, at
7:00 p.m. central time with a free
social. Videos produced for the
Hall of Fame will be previewed and
entertainment provided.

On Saturday, February 23, the
Hall of Fame Annual Membership
Meeting will be held at 1:00 p.m.

At 2:30, the Hall of Fame Trust-
ees will meet, and the names for
the 2008 induction ballot will be
formally announced. Anyone want-
ing to speak on behalf of the ballot
nominees can do so at the Trustees
meeting.

Activities continue at 5:30 p.m.
on Saturday with the social and
silent and live auctions.

NDCHF Executive Director
Darrell Dorgan says, “One of the
special items at this year’s auction

is a custom-made saddle by Chris
Sand of Forbes.”
He says,

“The saddle
was origi-
nally given
away with
the Hall's
first horse
raffle. The
winner,
from Min-
nesota, later
sold the
horse and
donated the
saddle back

to the Hall of Fame.”

The saddle features the Hall of
Fame logo and looks brand new.

Dinner from the Seven Seas’
renowned buffet tables begins at
7:00 p.m., with entertainment by
the incredible Strolling Strings of
Bismarck.

Dorgan says, “We’ve had them in
the past, and they put on a wonder-
ful show. People love them, and
we’re thrilled they will be joining
us again.”

If you have items for the auctions,
please call the Hall of Fame’s Bis-
marck office at 701-250-1833.

SEVE SEAS

HOTEL & WATERPARK

2611 Old Red Trail
Mandan, ND 58554
1-800-597-7327




Page 6 ¢ The Cowboy Chronicle « November 2007

Rodeo Historical Society inducts

DUANE HOWARD

Another North Dakota rodeo legend
has taken his place in the National
Cowboy and Western Heritage Mu-
seum in Oklahoma City, Okla.

Duane Howard, one of N. Dak.’s
legendary “Six Pack”, was formally
inducted into the museum by the
Rodeo Historical Society on Oct. 21.
He joins fellow N. Dak. greats Jim
Tescher, inducted in ’04, and Alvin
Nelson, inducted last year.

Master of ceremonies Clem Mc-
Spadden called the 2007 crop of rodeo
inductees “the greatest group ever
inducted.” Of Howard he said, “He’s

one of the most respected gentlemen
I’ve ever known. He was an outstand-
ing rider. He could ride bulls, bare-
back and saddle bronc.”

Knowing that Howard’s idol was
Casey Tibbs, McSpadden also noted
that Howard was as good a rider as
Tibbs.

In typical Duane Howard fashion,
he was a humbled man accepting the
prestigious award and medal. He said,
“l loved rodeo and met hundreds of
friends from across the country who
are still good friends today. Thank you
for this honor.”

About 30 of Howard’s family
members and friends from N. Dak.
journeyed to Oklahoma City to be
with him for his special day. Fellow
inductee Alvin Nelson says, “Duane is
admired by people across the country
for his abilities, honesty and integrity.

Nelson went on, “He’s one of the
best friends | have ever had, and I’ve
never met anyone who didn’t like
Duane Howard. He was a great rider
who won all of the big PRCA rodeos

during his career.”

Howard always wanted to be a
rodeo cowboy. Always shy and unas-
suming, he began like many others by
riding cows. Former school teacher,
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trick rider and rodeo promoter Bob
Rindt provided lessons on balance and
how to hang on and the rest is history.

He learned fast and, in 1952 at age
18, the son of Benson County ranchers
Floyd and Stella Howard became the
first North Dakotan to win a National
High School Rodeo title when he be-
came the National Reserve Champion
Bareback Rider.

Howard decided to try the pro-rodeo
circuit and began competing in saddle
bronc, bareback and bull riding. A
triple threat, he placed in the money at
the nation’s biggest rodeos at Chey-
enne, Denver, Madison Square Garden
and Pendleton.

In 1956, Howard was the RCA’s
world bull riding runner-up champion
and repeated in 1957 and 1960. In

1957, he was named the RCA’s all-
around runner-up champion.

Howard is always nattily dressed,
never talks loud, doesn’t swear or
brag. He’s not the kind of guy you
would think of as a great bronc and
bull rider but, as the late Jim Tescher
once recalled, “Duane was tough, and
he rode smart with a lot of finesse. He
was also great to travel with because
people all over the country wanted
you to have dinner and stay at their
home when you were traveling with
Duane. He’s a true gentleman.”

He qualified in saddle bronc and
bull riding at the first National Finals
Rodeo in 1959 and “60 and was the
bull riding average winner both years.

After suffering a massive head in-
jury at the Cheyenne Frontier Days in

1961, he had to teach himself to walk
and talk again but, with true “cowboy
try”, he was soon riding bulls again.

After retiring from rough stock
competition in the early 1970's, How-
ard worked as a rodeo pick-up man
and judge, officiating at the National
Finals in the 1980s and “90s.

In 1956, he married childhood
sweetheart Orpha Hanson. The couple
raised three daughters on their Min-
newaukan ranch, but the rising waters
of Devils Lake forced the couple to
leave their ranch in 1997. They now
call Sheyenne, N. Dak., home.

Also inducted with Howard were
bulldogger and bronc rider Frank Mc-
Caroll; rodeo clown, bareback rider
and steer wrestler Wilber Plaugher;
roper and steer wrestler Royce Sewalt;
former world champion saddle bronc
rider and Calgary Stampede executive
director Winston Bruce; world cham-
pion bareback rider Clyde Vamvoras;
and famed rodeo announcer Bob Tall-
man.

Congratulations to Duane from:

urcrs
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Serving the area

PO Box 98 « Minnewaukan, ND 58351 » 701-473-5436
www.bensoncountynews.com

since 1884!
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vents recap

2007 Wild West Series comes to close

The NDCHF Wild West Series
continues to grow. More than 100
barrel racers from the Dakotas, Mont.
and Canada came to Medora on June
23-24 for the 2007 Wild West Series
season.

The schedule for the NDCHF’s
Second Annual Women’s Barrel
Racing event was planned with the
contestants from the annual barrel rac-
ing at the Upper Missouri Valley Fair

in Williston in mind. They were able
to travel to Medora for the Saturday
evening and Sunday competition.

The Medora event was sanctioned
by both the Northwest and Outback
Barrel Racing assns. and also featured
an open 4-D division, with a purse of
more than $4,300.

NDCHF member Tracy Bridwell of
Bismarck took first place both days
in the 1-D division competition. She
received two Wild West Series jackets
from the NDCHF.

Saturday’s winners were:

* 2-D - Darcie Ridl, Dickinson;
 3-D - Bobbi Jo Nielsen, Mont.;
* 4-D - Becky Krause, Mont.

Saturday’s youth winners were:
« 1-D - Bailey Stuart, Mont.;
 2-D - Alicia Palaniuk, Mont.;
 3-D - Katherine Makala, Mont.

Senior winners were:
 1-D - Kris Bartholomew, Mont.;
» 2-D - Carla McCormick, Mont.;

¢ 3-D - Lynn Hastings, N. Dak.

In Sunday’s competition, Tracy
Bridwell of Bismarck again won the
1-D division.

Other winners were:

¢ 2-D - Kelly Smith, Mont.;
* 3-D - Betty Knight, Mont.;
» 4-D - Stefanie Bennis.

In the Senior division, the winners
were:

 1-D - Kris Bartholomew, Mont.;

e 2-D - Carla McCormick, Mont.;

 3-D - Tressa Moore, Canada.

Sunday’s youth winners were:

* 1-D - Samantha Fettig, N. Dak.;
e 2-D - Bobbi Nielsen, Mont.;

* 3-D - Casey Marya, Mont.

NDCHF President Phil Baird an-
nounced the event, and NDCHF
Board member Laura Griffin recorded
the times for the two-day event. Oth-
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ers who helped included Angie and
Jake Lockhart and George Welsch.

NDCHF Board member Ginny Eck
produced the successful two-day event
and says it was a great weekend for
barrel racers.

She says, “I plan to coordinate the
NDCHF barrel racing with the Willi-
ston event again. It allows competitors
two days of competition in the same
area and is affordable for barrel racers
from across the region”.

The NDCHF joined forces with
Dakota Community Bank, Woody’s
Feed, Roper Apparel and Footwear,
Circle Diamond Ranch Supply and
Corral West Ranchwear to sponsor
the Third Annual North Dakota Barrel
Racing Futurity/Derby in Bismarck
over Labor Day weekend.

The second annual event, at the
Walt Neuens arena, drew 51 contes-

tants from 8 states and Canada.

The event was produced by NDCHF
Board Member Ginny Eck, with
NDCHF President Phil Baird and
Vice-president Bob Tibor as announc-
ers. According to Eck, they did an
excellent job announcing.

The winner was Sue Smith from
Idaho, who took home nearly $4,000.
Taking second was Theresa Caldwell
of Mont.

Gail Bebee of S. Dak. was the
Grand Champion Derby winner for
horses seven years old and under.

Rayna Rice of Mont., riding Action
for Cash BB, was the Derby Reserve
Champion. They were also the 2006
Futurity champions.

The N. Dak.-bred Futurity Horse
was Moon Larks Bully, ridden by
Amber West of S. Dak.

There were 116 entries in the Satur-
day night kick-off open barrel racing.

Winners were:

« 1-D — 1t place - Amanda Yopp, S.
Dak.;

« 2-D — 15t place - Brandy Holzer, N.
Dak.;

« 3-D — 1t place - Amy Schimke, S.
Dak.;

« 4-D - 15t place - Lisa Howard, N.
Dak.;

« Seniors 1-D — 15t place - Jon Ottun,
Mont.;

* Seniors 2-D - Linda Vigen, N. Dak;

* Seniors 3-D - Lynn Hastings, N.
Dak.;
» Seniors 4-D - Linda Vigen, N. Dak.

The total payout for the open event
was $4,585.

Eck says plans are already under-
way for 2008 Labor Day weekend
futurity. She notes, “This has grown
larger and faster than any of us ever
imagined, and it’s likely to get much
larger.”

NDCHF members Jan Tibor, Lee
Selland, Amanda Schaff, John Hovde,
Donavan and Pat Eck, Tate and Shan-
non Eck, veterinarian Dr. Margo
Kunz, Susan Sanderson and Jimi Lou
Woodard also worked the Bismarck
event.

Many thanks to the
2007 Wild West
Series

SPONSOrs:

€ Dacotah Bank, Aberdees,
Dak.

€ Dietrich Bus Lines, Valley City
€ Farm Credit Services, Fargo
€ Fred Berger Livestock, Manda

€ Stockman'’s Livestock
Exchange, Dickinson
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vents recap

The final event of the 2007 Wild West Series was the
North Dakota Cutting Horse Association (NDCHA) compe-
tition in Medora on Sept. 22-23. Forty-five riders and their
horses totaled up to 151 entries in 15 classes.

NDCHA Secretary Deb Dwyer of Alexander called the
two-day event one of the best the organization has ever had,
noting that there were riders and horses from the Dakotas,
Montana and New Hampshire.

The two-day average winners were:

* $3,000 Novice Horse Class - Doc Annie Oak ridden by
John Dublin of Laurel, Mont.

* $10,000 Novice Horse Class - Adobe Mate ridden by
Brad Shaw of Minot.

* $3,000 Novice Horse/Non-pro Rider Class - High Brows
Gift ridden by Donald Weeding of Jordon, Mont.

* $10,000 Novice Horse/Non-pro Rider Class - Starlight
Dixie Lena ridden by Steve Hanson of Billings, Mont.

* $20,000 Non-pro Class - Smokin” Wade ridden by Laura
Olson of Buffalo, S. Dak.

* $10,000 Amateur Class - High Brows Gift ridden by
Donald Weeding of Jordon, Mont.

* $2,000 Limit Rider Class - Lane Ternen of Roberts,
Mont.

» $1,000 Novice Horse Class - Haida Dun Fooled Ya rid-
den by Robby Hansen of Wilton.

» Circuit Award Winner in the $500 Limit Rider Class -




November 2007 ¢ The Cowboy Chronicle « Page 11

Korrey Hansen of Wilton.

» Two-handed Ranch Class winner -
Mates Lil’ Momma ridden by Brad
Shaw of Minot.

* Youth Circuit Award winner - Lane
Ternan of Roberts, Mont.

The NDCHF added $1,000 in prize
money for the competition and provided
four winner’s jackets, which went to
John Dublin of Laurel, Mont.; Brad
Shaw of Minot; Don Weeding of Jordon,
Mont.; and Steve Hanson of Billings,
Mont. The NDCHF also provided a bar-
becue and a tour of the Hall of Fame.

Many said it was the best cutting they
had ever attended, and they would like
to return. The 2008 NDCHF Wild West
Series cutting has tentatively been set
for September 20-21.
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alkin’ with trustees

Marilyn Hudson, Parshall

NDCHF District: 1

Family: I am 71 years of age and live
in Parshall with my husband, Kent.
We have two children and seven
grandchildren.

Occupation: | am retired from the
Bureau of Indian Affairs and now
work part time at the Three Affiliated
Tribes Museum in New Town.

Did you grow up in ranching or
rodeo: | have been associated with
ranching, and with rodeo to a much
lesser degree, all of my life.

I was a member of the last genera-
tion that grew to adulthood in the Mis-
souri River Valley before the Garrison
Dam was built.

This was a time when the ranching
industry on the reservation was at its
finest, a time when there were nearly
400 livestock brands registered to Fort
Berthold ranchers.

First horse: We rode pinto saddle
horses with names like Gypsy, Scout,
Dixie and Jinx.

Special ranching/rodeo memories:
All of the people of my generation
were skilled in horsemanship and
cattle herding.

Today’s modern powwows and In-
dian rodeos grew out of the old-time
Indian fairs held more than 100 years
ago.

Why do you support the NDCHF:
I serve on the Plains Indian Museum
Advisory Board for the Buffalo Bill
Historical Center in Cody, Wyo.

It’s an organization that preserves
the history of the great American
West, successfully combining the
stories of the American Indian and the
American cowboy.

These are some of the reasons why
I support and am happy to be a trustee
for the NDCHF.

I think it is a great organization, and
all North Dakotans can contribute to
its development, growth and success.
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alkin’ with trustees

Gilman F. Peterson, New England

NDCHF District; 4

Family: My wife, Monica, and 5
daughters.

Occupation: Ranching and farming.

How did you choose your line of
work: My dad was successful at
ranching and farming so | thought |
could be, also.

Did you grow up in ranching or

rodeo: Yes, in ranching and farming.

First horse: My first horse was a
Shetland when | was five years old.
When he had enough, he would buck
me off.

First rodeo experience: Watching the
Killdeer rodeo.

Special ranching/rodeo memories:
Watching the Tescher brothers, Joe
Chase and Dean Armstrong at the
Match of Champions in Dickinson.

Your first job: Driving six horses to
Dickinson when | was 12 years old.

Your hero: My dad. He did the right
thing at the right time.

Advice for young people: Work hard,
be kind and help others on the way.

Free-time activities: Watching rodeos
on TV.

Things you like the most: Having
been born in America and traveling to
rodeos with friends.

Last book you read: The Bad Days
of the 30s.

Your greatest learning experience:
Be honest and fair.

If you won the ND lottery, how
would you spend your winnings:
Give it to charity.

One unique thing about you that
most people don’t know: They don’t
know my age.

Honors and accomplishments: 12
civic boards in my time.

Why do you support the NDCHF?
We must preserve the past so that the
next generations can know about it.

Corrections to Joyce Fossum
Trustee feature in July 2007
Cowboy Chronicle:

Joyce Fossum was married twice.

She and her first husband, Darrell,
had three children before he died.

Linda lives in Wisc., Karen in N.
Dak. and Vernon in S. Dak.

Joyce later married Albert Fos-
sum, a Rhame rancher. They had one
daughter, Judy Kaye, who lives in
Wyo.

Albert has since died.
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.ATIVE AMERICAN Gallery

Butch Thunder Hawk and his art world

Thunder Hawk works with one of his students, Marlo Friday, who was designing a pip!

Art has always been a part of Wal-
lace “Butch” Thunder Hawk’s life,
and his talent is evident in his works
that are on display at the Cowboy Hall
of Fame in Medora.

Born with the artistic gift, he was
making arts and crafts as early as
age two. By the time Thunder Hawk
was five, he was making traditional
artwork and beadwork. As a powwow
dancer, he makes his own regalia.

Thunder Hawk says, “l come from a
long line of artists. On my Dad’s side,
they were all artists and singers. And
on my Mom’s side, they were ranch-
ers and also traditional artists.”

The ranchers on his mom’s side
lived on the Standing Rock Reser-
vation and raised race horses, run-

ning them around the region and in
Canada.

Thunder Hawk grew up around
Cannon Ball, and some of his brothers
still ranch north of Fort Yates and in
the Cannon Ball area.

Sports took up the rest of Thunder
Hawk’s time as a teenager and at
Dickinson State University.

He graduated from DSU in 1969
with a degree in physical education
and a minor in art. He taught in both
of those fields at Solen High School,
along with coaching baseball and
Cross country.

Thunder Hawk says, “But during
all those years, something inside of
me wanted me to be more involved in
art.”

So he enrolled in the California Col-
lege of Arts and Crafts in Oakland and
the University of California-Berkeley
in 1973.

He says, “That education helped
refine my art and gave me exposure to
more types of art styles and mediums.
It helped me fulfill my dream.”

Thunder Hawk has been at United
Tribes Technical College since 1974
as a curriculum specialist, cultural
center director and tribal arts instruc-
tor in traditional and fine arts, history
and culture. Thunder Hawk has helped
develop promotional pieces, curricu-
lum books and drawings.

About his work, Thunder Hawk
says, “Humor is important, and | like
to joke with my students, but there are

b bag.
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limits. | understand the students be-
cause | grew up in similar situations.
It’s easier for some of them to come
here than to go to a big university.”

Thunder Hawk says, “After Califor-
nia, my art work just kind of took off.
Now | do lots of traditional artwork,
like hides, parfleche bags and wood
items. And | do graphic design and
murals.”

He spends summers as a visiting
curator at the Peabody Museum at
Harvard University, where he does
exhibit design work, research, intern
mentoring, workshops and classes.

Thunder Hawk helped design a
Lewis and Clark exhibit that opened
in 2000 at the Peabody. His Lakota
warrior ledger drawing will go on
exhibit at the Peabody in November
2008.

He oversaw the replication of a
number of Lewis and Clark items for
display at Thomas Jefferson’s home,
Monticello.

The items, like shields, buffalo horn
war club and bow and arrow case with
bows and arrows, were researched at
the Peabody and made at UTTC. He
also did some artwork for the James
Monroe house in Charlottesville.

Thunder Hawk says, “My art has
given me opportunities to travel and
meet people. It has made my career
more enjoyable because I’ve been
able to share my talent and knowledge
and our culture and history.”

He creates authentic Native Ameri-
can items like shields, horse effigies,
dance sticks, pottery and weapons,
and much of his work is on display
throughout the country.

He’s done work all over the U.S.
and in Japan. Because of his art, he
has also traveled to England, France,
Mexico, Canada and throughout the
u.s.

Thunder Hawk also enjoys creating
stained-glass windows. like the ones
for the meditation area at the St. Alex-
ius Medical Center, Bismarck.

In addition to the horse effigies and
dance sticks he has on display at the

Cowboy Hall of Fame, Thunder Hawk
also narrates portions of some of the
videos that play in the Hall, talking
about the role of horses in the Native
American culture and the history of
the dance sticks.

Thunder Hawk’s artwork has also
earned him many awards and recogni-
tion. This fall, he received the 2007
Alumni Fellow Program award for the
Department of Fine and Performing
Arts at DSU.

He has also been inducted into the
DSU Athletic Hall of Fame for foot-
ball and track.

In his time away from UTTC, Thun-
der Hawk mostly makes pieces for
collectors and art markets. He prefers
the markets to gallery shows because
he can meet more people and mingle
and talk.

In addition to his art, he plays
softball, works out and walks to stay
fit. He supports the UTTC basketball
team and is involved in the Horses on
the Prairie Summer Camp program at
UTTC and the Nokota Horse Conser-
vancy Board.

He calls it “giving back” to his stu-
dents for the people who have helped
him.

Thunder Hawk’s dream for the
future is to have his own studio where
he can create and display his artwork
and maybe teach evening classes. He
says, “I want more time for my art.
But that’s a few years from now.”




Page 16 ¢ The Cowboy Chronicle ¢ November 2007

EANCHING Gallery

Mouse River ‘remittance men’
more than British country squires

By Catherine Jelsing, Rugby

. Real ranchers and cowboys didn’t think much
L-R: Coutts Marjoribanks and ranch of “remittance men.” These European dandies
foreman Bernie Kelly. were often ill suited and ill trained for their agri-
cultural endeavors. They also relied on stipends
from their wealthy families to sustain them.

According to Larry A. McFarlane, author of
“British Remittance Men as Ranchers: The Case
of Coutts Marjoribanks and Edmund Thurshy,
1884-95,” the first-born brothers took over
family estates, while many remittance men took
their allowances and sought their fortunes in the
American West.

As a group, remittance men were thought to
be pampered dandies lacking the work ethic
and skills to approach farming and ranching as
anything more than a romantic adventure.

But McFarlane says there were exceptions,
and two of them settled in N. Dak.’s Mouse
River Valley.

Coutts Marjoribanks (pronounced Marsh-
banks) was the son of Dudley Coutts Mar-
joribanks, the first Baron Tweedmouth. A
commissioned lieutenant in the Queen’s Own
Highlanders Regiment, he had toured America
in 1880, seeking a place to make his fortune.

Marjoribanks arrived in McHenry County in
1884 or early 1885 and, using start-up capital
provided by his father, the 24-year-old Scotsman
purchased land north and south of Towner, even-
tually owning 1,000 acres of river bottomland.

Edmund Thursby arrived about a year later
and set up a cattle operation 20 miles north
of Towner. At age 30, he was older than most
remittance men.

Before coming to N. Dak., he had lived and
worked in an agricultural colony of aristocratic
“second sons” in Le Mars, lowa. Nothing is
known of Thursby’s parents; his uncle, Col.
John Hardy Thursby, was a baronet.

Thurshy’s family provided no startup capital
so the young Englishman invested his remittance
money, gradually building his Mouse River Val-
ley holdings to 640 non-contiguous acres.

The two became friends and soon dispelled
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Edmund Thursby ranch, 1887.

any negative stereotypes their neigh-
bors might have had of remittance
men. As principal importers of Angus
cattle in McHenry County, they im-
proved the quality of local herds.

They were lead organizers in the
Mouse River Livestock Protection As-
sociation. And they both briefly held
public office. Marjoribanks served on
the school board. Thursby became a
justice of the peace and was active in
local Republican Party politics.

The Britons knew cattle and did
much to advance the Angus breed in
the Mouse River Valley. Marjoribanks
started out with five carloads of choice
native cattle and six Angus cattle sent
by his family from Scotland.

Thursby, like Marjoribanks, bought
purebred Angus bulls from Dr. C.J.
Allay, probably the first importer of
Angus cattle in the state. And in 1889,
he bought two Angus bulls and six
grade heifers from railroad magnate
James J. Hill’s North Oakes farm near
St. Paul.

Historian Larry McFarlane, author
of an academic paper on the two men,
quotes The Dillard Leader as saying
Thursby is “doing as much, or more,
as any other man to supply the Mouse
River country with high grade stock.”

McFarlane’s research also shows the
two friends enjoyed playing the role of
British country squires in the Ameri-
can West. “Each hosted dances and
hunting parties at his ranch,” McFar-
lane writes.

Thursby lavishly wined and dined
his many guests and spent most of his
winters in England. Although Marjor-
ibanks lived more modestly, he import-

ed hounds to hunt wolves and enjoyed
exhibiting his cattle at fairs and betting
on horse races.

A portion of Marjoribanks’ former
land holdings is part of the Eaton
Ranch. NDCHF trustee Jock Eaton has
visited the Tweedmouth estate in Scot-
land, and his father provided the State
Historical Society of N. Dak. with
correspondence he exchanged with
Marjoribanks’ niece, Lady Marjorie
Pentland.

In 2003, Eaton nominated Marjor-
ibanks and Thursby for induction into
the Cowboy Hall of Fame in recogni-
tion of “their brief, but bright, times”
as ranchers in the Mouse River Valley.

The bright times were fleeting.
Thanks to an industry-wide reces-
sion that turned into a depression,
McFarlane writes, “almost all of the
28 charter members of the cattlemen’s
association in 1886 had quit or failed
and moved away by 1900.”

Marjoribanks’ ranch failed in 1890
and, that fall, he traveled to British
Columbia in search of new beginnings
with his sister and brother-in-law.

He later married in

He tried increasing his cattle and
land holdings, raising sheep and
formed a partnership. When all failed,
in 1893 he sold his ranch, bought a
home in Grand Forks and got a job as
a reporter for the Plaindealer.

He seemed to thrive in the city, but
money troubles and alcohol wore him
down. Chronic alcoholism put him in
the Grand Forks County Hospital in
1899 and, eventually, his mind gone,
he was moved to the State Hospital,
where he died in 1912.

Marjoribanks’ “Horseshoe V" and
Thursby’s “Anchor T” brands disap-
peared more than 100 years ago, but
the remittance men of Great Britain
made an indelible mark on the history
of ranching in North Dakota.

Source: “British Remittance Men as
Ranchers: The Case of Coutts Marjor-
ibanks and Edmund Thursby, 1885-85"
by Larry A. McFarlane, published in
the Winter 1991 issue of Great Plains
Quarterly.

Scotland, lived there
for a time, and then
purchased an orchard
in Canada, where he
died in 1924.
Thursby, upset
by Marjoribanks’
departure and worried
about his own future,
was briefly treated
for alcoholism at
the State Hospital in
Jamestown.

NDCHF Commemorative Pistol

We are now taking orders for this
limited edition commemorative
pistol. For more information call or
visit us online at:
1-800-619-5729
or www.sspromotionalgroup.com
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North Dakota Rodeo--Trick Riders and Trick Ropers

By Vicki Pennington, Killdeer

When rodeos were first being pro-
duced in N. Dak., it was not uncom-
mon for a single rodeo to have many
types of entertainment, including
trick riders and ropers, clowns and an
occasional drill team, much like the
old-time Wild West Shows.

It was also common practice dur-
ing the 1940s and 1950s to bring in a
country western music star or western
film star to attract larger crowds, stars
like Gene Autry, Kitty Wells and Rex
Allen.

The largest crowd that ever attended
the Beulah Rodeo was in 1947 when
more than 10,000 people were in the
stands. And Phyllis O’Neil remembers
it well.

She says, “They hired Smiley Bur-
nette a Hollywood screen comedian,
to make an appearance. The cost for
him to come was $2,800 or $5,000 if
he brought his horse.”

O’Neil goes on, “My Dad had a
white horse so we got by with the
$2,800, Dad’s white horse and some
black shoe polish - to add the ring
around the horse’s eye. Smiley joked
about that, and we were friends for a
long time after his visit.”

Burnette was well known as Gene
Autrey’s sidekick and later as a
regular on Petticoat Junction. He said
the Beulah Rodeo was the best small
rodeo he ever attended.

Despite the fact that famous stars
were a strategy to attract crowds, N.
Dak. was certainly never short of
talented specialty acts.

From trick riders and ropers to ro-
deo clowns, the state’s rodeo arenas
have been filled with great talent over
the years—many of national acclaim.

One was trick roping legend Montie
Montana, born Owen Harlow Mickel
on June 21, 1910, in Emmons County.

L-R: Barb Kennedy (Johnson), Montie
Montana and Willard Schnell

His father was a preacher who also
bought and sold horses. He gave his
son a lasso to learn to rope and to help
him with the horses and found he was
a natural.

Later, the family moved back
and forth between Mahto (between
Mobridge and McLaughlin), S. Dak.,
and Wolf Point, Mont. The talented
young roper began going by the
nickname Montie and worked his first
solo rope-twirling act at age 15 for a
paycheck of $5.

The family soon went on the road,
the father giving tent sermons fol-
lowed by a show in which he and his
son would team up. Montana became
the star of the show and in demand to
perform at rodeos and other functions.

Those who knew him loved him and
could not say enough good about him.
Montana’s personality is described as
modest and friendly, and he never let

his fame go to his head.

He was well known for his beautiful
black and white paint horse that he
would ride through a ring of fire.

Another trick was Montana standing
on the ground spinning a huge loop
and girls on horses riding through the
loop.

His rope spinning was said to be
second to none and, wherever he
went, he was met with a fan club.

Norman Schneider knew Montana
for nearly 50 years and lived near the
family in Mahto, S. Dak. He remem-
bers Montana as “a wonderful guy. He
was all about doing things for the kids
and was very respectful.”

In 1932, Montana appeared in his
first movie and went on to a legendary
movie career. He also rode in the Rose
Bowl Parade for more than 60 years.

Montana died in 1998 following a
series of strokes.

Bob Rindt, from New Rockford,
was a trick rider and roper who began
putting on Wild West Shows around
1948, continuing into the mid-1950s.
He is described as a guy who could do
just about anything.

By vocation, Rindt was a teacher,
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band instructor and basketball coach.
He also put on a sort of circus each
year where he taught area kids tum-
bling and gymnastic skills, whip
popping and the art of leather carving.
Children liked Bob, and he was very
good with them.

Rindt and his wife, Doris, were both
accomplished trick riders, performing
nearly all of the maneuvers you would
see done by the professional acts at
the big rodeos.

Doris sewed their costumes and
made sure they had a colorful, classy
look to their act. Rindt was a great
rope spinner and was also known for a
number of fancy horse catches.

Duane Howard, one of the first to
be inducted into the NDCHF, credits
Rindt and his Wild West Show for
helping him get started in rodeo by
learning good basic riding and balanc-
ing skills.

individually throughout N. Dak. and
Minn.

According to her daughter, Ray is
best remembered for the “death drag”
where her one leg held her to the
saddle, and her head and fingers tips
nearly brushed the ground as her horse
raced around the arena at breakneck
speed.

Ray married Thomas Charles Barger
in 1937, but they were soon separated
when her husband moved to Saudi
Arabia. It was eight long years before
she joined him there.

Performing and her rodeo career of
trick riding were such driving forces
in her life and were the main things
that sustained her during their long
separation. Ray died of cancer in
1971.

Kathleen Ray Barger

Audrey Hall, North Dakota’s first
Rodeo Queen (1954), was also a trick
rider who performed at the original
Killdeer Mountain Round Up Rodeo.

Hall grew up on a Badlands ranch
and in a rodeo family. She learned her
trick riding skills from a professional
trick rider her father hired to stay at
the ranch and teach her the tricks of
the trade.

After learning the stances and hand
holds, she performed throughout the
Midwest for 10 years, including nu-
merous appearances at the Killdeer
Mountain Round Up Rodeo.

Hall rode a red Morgan stallion
named “Buster” that was trained by
her brother, Bill. She died on April 9,
2001.

Trick riding in N. Dak. seemed to be
a dying art in N. Dak. until Vicki Tay-
lor from Wimberly, Tex., spent several
summers in the early 1980s perform-
ing her trick riding acts at rodeos.

Since Jodi Bubel, the 10-year-old
daughter of rodeo photographers
Howard and Diane Bubel, was at all
the rodeos, too, quite a friendship
developed.

Taylor taught Bubel some of the
basics, and it wasn’t long before
things just came together for her.

Bubel had ridden all her life, and
trick riding was the perfect fit for her.
Brother JD’s calf-roping mare, “Tee,”
worked out as a great trick-riding
horse, and Bubel just loved perform-
ing on her.

A favorite trick was the hippodrome

Continued on page 34

N. Dak. had a number of talented
trick riders throughout its rodeo his-
tory. Kathleen Elizabeth Ray grew
up on the family ranch near Medora
and performed during the 1930s and
1940s.

Her trick riding career began when
two rodeo performers came to their
ranch looking for work, and her father
took them in. They taught Kathleen
and her younger brother, Buddy, to
trick ride.

The two were 12 and 10 years old,
respectively, at the time. They per-
formed together for a time and also

Jodi Bubel
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Review

By Doug Ellison, Medora

With the publication of this book
by the University of Oklahoma Press,
a major void in the field of Western
Americana biography has been filled.

Gall, a Hunkpapa Lakota leader in
war and peace, was a prominent and
vital personality in the transition of
his people from the buffalo plains to
the reservation.

Yet, until now, Gall has never
been the subject of a full, seriously
researched biography.

As he did in his earlier biography
of Red Cloud, author Robert W. Lar-
son examines numerous sources, both
well-known and obscure, to bring his
subject to life.

Born in October 1840 along the
Moreau River (in S. Dak.), Gall
grew to maturity with little first-hand

Gall: Lakota War Chief

by Robert W. Larson, University of
Oklahoma Press, 2007, 320 pages,

hardcover.

knowledge of the white
culture that would have
such a tremendous impact
on his life.
His first battles came in
the aftermath of the Min-
nesota Uprising in 1862.
When bands of Dakota
Sioux fled Minnesota
to the western plains of
Dakota Territory to take
refuge with their Lakota
cousins, the armies of
Generals Henry Sibley and Alfred
Sully were sent in pursuit.

A series of battles in 1863 and 1864
drew Gall’s Hunkpapa band into open
hostility with the U. S. Army, a brutal
conflict that would last for nearly two
decades.

Gall gained his first notoriety
in 1872 while fighting against the
Northern Pacific Railroad surveying
crews and their military escort com-
manded by Colonel David Stanley.

As the expedition approached Fort
Rice on its return journey, two offi-
cers and a civilian cook were Killed.
Soon after, Gall appeared on a hilltop
shouting defiantly at the soldiers.

The war on the northern plains cul-
minated in the annihilation of Lieu-

tenant Colonel George Custer and
his battalion at the Little Bighorn in
1876, in which Gall played a promi-
nent role.

In 1877, Gall followed Sitting Bull
into Canada, not returning until hard-
ship and deprivation caused him to
surrender in early 1881. Sitting Bull
followed suit a few months later.

At home on the Standing Rock
Reservation, Gall became a rival of
Sitting Bull and the favorite of Agent
James McLaughlin.

For a time, Gall served as a tribal
judge. He survived Sitting Bull by
four years, dying on Standing Rock
in December 1894 at age 54.

Numerous statements attest to
the distinguished appearance of
Gall. Even widowed Libbie Custer
acknowledged that Gall was “the
finest specimen of a warrior” that she
had ever seen.

This fine book is not without at
least one significant error. On page
44, the author has General Sibley,
rather than General Sully, attacking
the Indian village at Whitestone Hill
(N. Dak.) in 1863.

The publisher has informed this
reviewer that the mistake will be cor-
rected in future printings.
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Review

By Darrell Dorgan, Bismarck

Debra Marquart was raised in a
German-Russian family in rural Lo-
gan County. Like many who grew up
on the plains in the 1950s and 1960s,
she longed to see the swirling dust in
a rearview mirror as she left the home
of her parents.

This is a contemporary look at a
good writer’s struggle with her iden-
tity and her attempt to break away
from her heritage.

It is an often funny, albeit gritty,
in-your-face memoir of growing up
in rural America and longing for the
bright lights.

Marquart’s family, like many, was
divided along sectarian lines. She
says, “A few miles up the highway
is the hill where most of my family
is buried--the Catholics, my father’s
side, in the graveyard east of the road,
and my mother’s family, the Luther-
ans, on the west side.”

This wonderfully written book is
a story about a struggle to leave her
heritage, her land and her home, yet
never being able to walk away com-
pletely.

She notes, “As soon as possible, |
moved away from Logan County, and
I have lived in places where gravity
pulls less on me--mostly college
towns in other states.

The Horizontal World:
Growing Up in the Middle
of Nowhere

by Debra Marquart,
Counterpoint Press,
2006, 299 pages, hardcover.

But no matter how far | travel, no
matter how magnificent my flight, |
fear this place will become jealous
of my wandering and claim me as its
own.”

As a youngster, Marquart hated
the sameness of N. Dak. She longed
to travel beyond Bismarck, see how
others lived, and she made her run as
soon as possible.

She escaped the short-grass prairie,
became a rock singer and, eventually,
a college English teacher. But the
clutch of the prairie, the pull of the
culture, is ever present.

It seems everyone in Logan County
is related to Lawrence Welk, and
Marquart’s observations of Saturday
night in the living room are priceless.

Initially, it’s with disdain she re-
views the night the rugs were rolled
up, and people danced because the
music was “Wunnerful”. Years later,
she discovers she was related to the
maestro.

This is an insightful read, but per-
haps troubling for some. Marquart’s
observations on life in the “vast lane”
can hit close to home.

When eventually she becomes a
college professor, her parents worry
because she won’t really be working
40 hours a week. Forty really is part

time on the plains.

The narrative is real from a woman
who rejected limited prospects and
sought to live life to its fullest.

When we talk about our daily
work, we say chores, not chore. Life
can be hard and simple here, and
Marquart wanted more. And, while
she may have succeeded, it’s those
daily chores that provide this book its
insights.

Marquart’s book tells that, no mat-
ter how fast or how far we run, we
are all children of the soil and eventu-
ally realize a grudging respect for the
daily struggle of our parents.

“The picture of home was one
undeveloped frame in my camera,
the first in a succession of images |
planned to collect of more interesting
places. | got myself on that road, and
I did not wave back. I concentrated
on flight.

And for a long time, it seemed to
me North Dakota looked best only
when glanced at briefly while adjust-
ing the rearview mirror.”

She no longer glances, but now
seems to look longingly at a simple,
hard life in Logan County.

This is a good read for those who
remember rural and small town N.
Dak. in the 1950s and 1960s.
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NDCHF loses two Trustees

Lawrence
“Larry” Hoff-
man, 59, died
June 22 near
Ellendale. Born
Nov. 24, 1947,
to August

and Alvina
(Schmitt) Hoff-
man, he grew
up on the family farm west of Forbes
and attended rural school and Forbes
Public School. He graduated in 1965
and attended the University of North
Dakota-Ellendale Branch, graduating
with a B.S. degree in industrial arts
and a minor in music.

Hoffman married Joan Tveit in
Aug. 1969 in Leola, South Dakota,
and they lived in Wishek, where he
taught band and chorus. In 1972, they
moved to Forbes and purchased the
family farm, where they farmed and
ranched.

He also taught industrial shop and
music in Forbes and music in Kulm
and Monango. In 1989, the family
moved into Ellendale. The couple
raised Quarter horses and were
involved with FreeLife International.

Hoffman served as Dickey County
Auditor since 1990.

Hoffman enjoyed his family, travel-
ing and new experiences. He was
active with Christ the King Lutheran
Church and NDCHF; a member of
the Ellendale Civic Assn., Ellendale
Historical Society, BUILD Steering
committee, Maud Evans Saddle Club,
ND Auditors Assn., Southeast Water
Users, Dickey County Water Board,
Dickey County Water Resource
District and Coteau Hills Historical
Center; and 4-H leader.

He is survived by his wife and four
daughters--Denise Walton, Williston;
Deanna Sand, Forbes; Deborah Tank,
Ellendale; and Donnah Hoffman,
Mina, South Dakota; and eight grand-
children.

William “Bill” Winter, 70, died
Aug. 12 near Valley City. He was
born Feb. 16, 1937, in Sioux County
on the Standing Rock Indian Reser-
vation, to Charles and Hazel (Haney)
Winter. He moved with his family in
Sept. 1945 to north of Valley City.

Winter attended rural grade school
and graduated from Noltimier Con-

solidated High
School, par-
ticipating in
drama, basket-
ball, high jump
and pole vault.
He was also
active in 4-H
and community
baseball.

He spent nine years in the National
Guard and started farming in 1958
with his dad, taking over the farm in
1962. He continued farming for 47
years, retiring in 2006. He married
Carol Potter in June 1966.

Winter was active in the commu-
nity, serving on the Township, FHA,
Barnes County Water boards and on
the Rural Fire Department for 20
years. He was an avid supporter of
the North Dakota Winter Show; a
member of Faith Lutheran Church
in Valley City; and a Trustee for the
NDCHF. Winter enjoyed traveling,
Merle Haggard music, plays and fish-
ing. His hobby was working.

He is survived by his wife, daugh-
ter Dawn and son Brian.
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Memorial plagues honor loved ones

Walter and Hattie (DeVries) Piehl
are being honored with a plaque. Wal-
ter Piehl Sr., born in 1915 to John and
Fern (Mart) Piehl, was raised on the
farm near Marion and attended Marion
Public School. As a teenager, he began
farming with his father and brothers.

Walter married Hattie DeVries in
1939. She was born in 1919 in the
family home near Marion to Jacob
and Rena (Roorda) DeVries. She was
raised on the family farm and educated
at Clark City School.

Walter and Hattie were married
for 66 years and lived in the Marion
community until Walter died on Apr.
27, 2006, at age 90. He had farmed
and ranched for more than 76 years
and was also a cream station operator,
roller skating concessionaire and build-
ing mover.

The couple produced rodeos and
served as stock contractors for 25 years
in the central and eastern Dakotas and
in Minn. They produced the first stand-
alone NDRA rodeo in the 1960s at the
North Dakota Winter Show, Valley
City.

Walter enjoyed music, horses and

driving his black Percheron.
He was a member of the
North Marion Reformed
Church and was active in the
community.

Hattie was a lifetime
member of the North Marion
Reformed Church and the
Women’s Christian Temper-
ance Union.

She took her homemaker
role seriously and enjoyed
baking, gardening, canning,

playing piano and singing.

Hattie moved to Minot in

2006, and she enjoyed entertaining
people at the Brentmoor in Minot with
old-time music and hymns. She died
on Sept. 25, 2007.

Angus W. “Gus” Bell is also being
honored with a plaque, through a dona-
tion from his grandson, Wendell Bell.
A Medora pioneer rancher and busi-
nessman, Bell was born in Singhamp-
ton, Ontario, Canada, in 1876.

His parents, Thomas W. and Eliza-
beth Bell, moved to the plains of N.
Dak. and settled near Jamestown when
Gus was one year old.

At age 15, he headed further west
alone and began breaking horses for
the Eaton Brothers’ Custer Trail Dude
Ranch near Medora.

In 1903, he married Agnes Flaherty
at Jamestown and, in 1910, the couple
homesteaded southwest of Medora
near the present-day Burning Hills
Amphitheater.

After establishing a successful
ranching operation, Gus and his family
bought a home in Medora, where he
opened a livery stable in 1915.

In the 1920s, he operated the famous
Rough Rider Hotel, and legend has it
he won the hotel in a poker game.

Gus left a legacy in Medora as part

of his livery stable still stands on Main
Street, and the “Bell house” at the
corner of 41N Street and Broadway is
one of the few original homes left in
Medora.

Gus was also the subject of one of
the more memorable photos taken in
Medora. In the 1930s, pioneer pho-
tographer Lawton Osborne snapped a
photo of six men in a poker game in
the back room of the “Medora Country
Club,” which was really the back room
of Gus’s livery stable.

Gus was still in the horse business
until the day he died in 1935. He was
survived by his son Edwin. He was
widely known and respected by all
who dealt with him in his ranching and
business ventures. Gus is buried in the
cemetery that overlooks Medora.

Memorial Wall Program honorg
family and friends

The NDCHF’s Memorial Wall Program is the
perfect holiday gift or tribute for family members,
special friends and others. A person’s life and
accomplishments will be documented and remem-
bered by future generations.

The card file registry lets you honor someone
with a card file for $250. For $1,000, a person,
business or organization can be honored with a
14” x 9” plaque. A $5,000 plaque, 18” x 10 %2”,
includes biographical information.

For more information, call Cathy Langemo at
the Bismarck office (701-250-1833).
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Ebituaries

Leonard Biwer, 76, died Aug. 31.
Born in 1930, he graduated from Tioga
High School and served in the U.S. Air
Force.

He married Shirley Flaten in 1955
and graduated from NDSU with a
degree in animal science and agricul-
tural economics.

Biwer worked for the extension
service in Park River and in Oliver
and Divide counties until 1987. He
received the Distinguished Service
Award at the National Assn. of County
Agricultural Agents.

He also actively farmed in the Stan-
ley and Tioga areas and was involved
with the American Legion, 4-H West-
ern Camp and as a director and presi-
dent of the ND Assn. of Extension
Agents. He was an avid sports fan and
enjoyed horses and buggies.

Biwer is survived by four children
and other family, including his sister,
NDCHF Trustee Marlene Fortier.

Jay Gorrell, 75, Trotters, died July
24. Born in 1932, he was educated
in Trotters and worked on the Spike
Meek ranch.

Gorrell married Jo Ann Myers in
1952 and worked for oil companies
throughout the country. They had four
children and moved back to the family
ranch in 1957 and later to the Robert-
son Ranch.

He loved trees, horses and team rop-
ing, winning his first buckle in 1961
and a saddle at age 60. Gorrell was
involved with the local school board,
McKenzie County Grazing District
and the ND Stockmen’s and American
Quarter Horse assns.

Gorrell is survived by his wife, two
daughters and two sons.

Elden Oliver “Jake” Jacobson, 78,
Billings, Mont., died Sep. 21. Born in
1929, he was educated in the Banks
and Watford City areas. He attended
the University of North Dakota and an
art college in San Francisco.

Jacobson received several medals

while serving in the U.S. Army in
1951-52. He married Jean Pelissier in
1953, and they lived at Banks, on the
Ft. Berthold Reservation and in Ariz.
and Mont. He worked on ranches, at
the Watford City American Legion
Club and for the Mont. Fish, Wild-
life and Parks Department, retiring in
2002.

He is survived by daughters Jes-
sanne Knutson and Marlene Johnsrud
and son Charles.

Ruth Johnson, 92, Beach, died July
22. She was born in 1915 and grew
up north of Golva. She graduated
from Golva High School in 1935 and
attended Dickinson Normal School.
She later attended college in Dillon,
Mont., earning a life teaching certifi-
cate.

She married Karnes Johnson in
1941, and they lived on the X-X
Ranch, spending time in Bismarck
while Karnes served in the state legis-
lature. Karnes died in 2002.

Johnson was involved with the ND
CowBelles, Beach Eastern Star and
4-H. She enjoyed traveling and meet-
ing people.

She is survived by her son and
daughter.

Betty McCormick, 84, died Aug. 2.
She was born in 1923 and graduated
from St. Mary’s Central High.

She married William Swenson in
1941, and they had four children. After
Bill died, she married Eugene McCor-
mick, and they had three daughters.
Gene died in 1996.

McCormick enjoyed being a home-
maker and ranch wife. She was presi-
dent of the Manning District School
Board and active in the Bismarck
Horse Club, local churches, Home-
maker’s Club and CowBelles.

She is survived by her daughters and
a son.

Joan Neidhardt, 86, Dickinson,
died Sept. 19. She was born in 1920
and graduated from Taylor High
School.

She married Albert Neidhardt in
1939 and farmed and ranched with
him on her family farm. The couple
enjoyed filming rodeos, farm scenes
and other events.

Neidhardt was an accomplished
horsewoman, pianist and baker, sold
Tupperware and was a 4-H leader. She
was active in Home Makers Club, fund
raising for the mentally challenged and
her community and church. Neidhardt
was selected as 1978 State Merit
Mother of the Year.

She is survived by a daughter and
three sons.

Karen Obrigewitch, 64, Wibaux,
Mont., died Aug. 5. She was born in
1943 and raised throughout the U.S.
She graduated from Belfield High
School and attended Concordia Col-
lege and Dickinson State University.

She married Gerald Obrigewitch in
1963, and they lived in Wyo. and the
Dakotas before settling in Wibaux.

Obrigewitch enjoyed ranching near
Medora, the Badlands, riding horse-
back and time with family and friends.
She was involved in various boards
and was an EMT for the local ambu-
lance service.

She is survived by three sons and
one daughter.

Ruth Orchard, 81, Bismarck, died
Sept. 5. She was born near Edgeley in
1926 and attended local schools. She
started nurses training in 1944 in the
U.S. Cadet Nursing Corps and gradu-
ated from the Bismarck Hospital nurs-
ing program. She worked as a surgical
and a private duty nurse until 1956.

She married Tom Orchard in 1956
and worked with him at the Midway
Veterinary Clinic. She served on many
boards and assns. and was president
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of the ND Veterinary Medical Assn.
Auxiliary.

Orchard was also a member of the
State Historical Society of N. Dak.,
St. George’s Episcopal Church and
the NDCHF. She enjoyed family and
friends, summers at Blue Lake and in
Medora and watching the Vikings.

She is survived by three sons and
two daughters by marriage.

Don Petry, 93, Surrey, died July
20. He was born in 1914 and educated
near Surrey. He attended college in
Kansas and then returned to the family
ranch.

Petry married Enid Rasmuson in
1943, and they lived on the family
ranch, raising livestock and crops. He
enjoyed ranching and was instrumental
in getting rural electric power to his
area. He retired from ranching in 1977,
and the couple moved to Minot.

He enjoyed singing gospel songs and
telling stories of the “old days”. He
was active in Vincent United Method-
ist Church, ND Stockmen’s and Amer-
ican Angus assns., ND Farm Bureau
and ND Farmer’s Union.

Petry is survived by his wife; four
sons and one daughter.

Hattie Piehl, 88, Marion, died Sept.
25. She was born in 1919 and was
raised and educated in the Marion
area.

She married Walter Piehl Sr. in
1939, and they farmed and ranched
near Marion until he died in 2006. She
moved to Minot.

She was a lifetime member of the
North Marion Reformed Church and
the Women’s Christian Temperance
Union. She enjoyed baking, gardening,
canning fruits and vegetables, playing
piano and singing.

Hattie is survived by her sons,
NDCHF Board member Walter Jr. and
Steven, and her daughter Fern.

James Runck, 92, died Sept. 25
in Fargo. A Casselton resident, he
was born in 1915 near Lynchburg.
After graduating from Casselton High
School, he attended ND Agricultural
College, Fargo. In 1936, he became
owner of the family farm.

Runck married Prudence Sprecher
in 1938 and was involved in 4-H, ND
Cattle Feeders Assn., State Legislature,
Farm Bureau and ND Livestock Sani-

tary and township boards. He received
the Diversified Farming Award in 1969
and, in 1973, recognition for outstand-
ing service to the Cass County 4-H
youth.

He is survived by one daughter and
two sons.

Jim Shoulders, 79, died June 20. He
was a well-known rodeo cowboy and
achieved added fame as a beer pitch-
man, starring in popular Miller Lite
ads. Born in Tulsa in 1928, he was just
14 when he entered his first rodeo and
21 when he won his first world title.

His son, Marvin Paul Shoulders,
called him “the Babe Ruth of rodeo.
Besides being one of the greatest
rodeo cowboys, he was a great man.”
Shoulders won 16 world champion-
ships, with 5 in all-around, 7 in bull
riding and 4 in bareback.

He was also a charter member of the
Pro-Rodeo Hall of Fame and reserve
champion 10 times, including four
second-place finishes in the all-around.

Frank Sickler, 85, Manning, died
Sept. 28. He was born in 1921 and
raised and educated in Dunn County.
He served in the U.S. Navy during
World War 1.

In 1946, he married Rosalie Haich at
Gladstone, and they had 12 children.
They farmed and ranched on the Sick-
ler homestead near Manning. He was a
member of the Knights of Columbus,
Rural Fire Department, ND Polled
Hereford Assn. and the school board.

Sickler is survived by 11 of his chil-
dren.

Glenn “Bud” Smebakken, 77, died
Oct. 12 in Perkins County, S. Dak. He
was born in 1930 in Perkins County.

In January 1954, Smebakken mar-
ried Doris Rieker, and they raised their
family, along with Hereford cattle and
champion rodeo horses, on the Sme-
bakken Ranch. He served on the town-
ship and Grand River Grazing Assn.
boards. His wife died in 2000.

Bud is survived by special friend
and NDCHF Trustee Joyce Fossum,
four sons and one daughter.

Jack Thompson, 66, Casper, Wyo.,
died July 24. He was born in 1944 in
Glendive, Mont.

Thompson worked as a rancher, in
the oil fields, the tourism industry and

trucking. He enjoyed biking, fishing,
hunting, gardening and training horses.
Thompson was a member of the Wyo-
ming Bikers Assn. and the American
Legion.

He is survived by two daughters.

Michael “Bud” Thunder Hawk Sr.,
51, Cannon Ball, died June 27. He was
born in 1956 and educated in Cannon
Ball and Solen.

Thunder Hawk earned a degree in
painting and decorating from United
Tribes Technical College and worked
as an exterior house painter, cultural
advisor, teacher and spiritual advisor.
Thunder Hawk enjoyed powwows,
Native American singing, softball,
powwow traditional dancing and arts
and crafts.

He is survived by two daughters and
four sons.

Theodore “Ted” Will, 83, Bis-
marck, died Sept. 17. He was born in
1923 and raised on the Will family
farm. He was educated in Hazelton,
graduating in 1942,

He attended school in Minneapolis
and worked on B-24s in Michigan.
After serving in the U.S. Army from
1944-1946, he married Dolores “Dee”
Fettig in 1947. They lived in Bis-
marck, where he was a salesman for
Nash Finch and as a territory manager
for Standard Oil until 1981.

Will was post commander of the
Bismarck VFW and All-American
Commander in 1984-85. He was a
member of the VFW, National Civil-
ian Conservation Corps Assn., Elks,
Moose, American Legion, Eagles and
AMVETS. Will enjoyed barbecuing,
cooking and canning and was an avid
Twins and Vikings fan.

He is survived by his wife, one son
and three daughters.

OsiTtuary
POLICY

If you are aware of the recent death of a
NDCHF member; a N. Dak. cowboy, cowgirl
or rancher; or a friend of western heritage,
please inform us and, if possible, provide an
obituary.

Obituaries can be sent to: NDCHF, 1110
College Drive, Suite 216, Bismarck, ND
58501. Space availability may determine

inclusion and length.
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NDCHF

gifts honor loved ones

The NDCHF has received honorariums/memorials for the following individuals. To honor a loved one, see the memorial/con-
tribution form on page 29. (This information includes deposits made in July-October 2007 only.)

In memory of Orris Bang
Tex & Pauline Appledoorn

In memory of Gene Beck
Don & Janice Rustad

In memory of AW. “Gus” Bell
Wendell & N.J. Toni Bell Sr.

In memory of Donald “Duke”
Bryant
Evelyn Bryant

In memory of Jorene
Burkhardt

William & Kay Fortier

Fern Goldsberry

In memory of Emil
Christianson
Mark O. Stutrud

In memory of Pearl Cullen
Gerald K. Edwards

In memory of Janice Danielson
Patrick & Shirley Carroll
Alvin & Kaye Nelson

In memory of George Dirkach
Evelyn Miller

In memory of Katie Dirkach
William & Connie Connolly

In memory of Duane Douglas
Kenny & Patti Leiseth

In memory of Mary Sidney
Fitzlaugh
Alvin & Kaye Nelson

In memory of Morris Gerbig
James & Donna Fritz
Cary & Margie Hande
Jesse James

W.K. Johnson

Clarence & Agnes Kitzan
Jan Koester

Sheila Marie

Ardene O’Connell

David & Renee Paasch
Willard & Linda Schnell

In memory of Jay Gorrell
Rory & Wanda Brown
Laura & Bud Griffin

Irene Hamilton

Bob & Donna Irwin

John & Susie Irwin
Poncho & Patti Irwin

Jesse James

Kenny & Patti Leiseth

Sheila Marie

Roger & Peggy Myers, Myers
Ranch

Pete & Becky Robison

Dorvan & Eileen Solberg

In memory of Don Hart
Don Hart Memorial Trail Ride
Sandy Baertsch

In memory of Karen Heinrich
Willard & Linda Schnell

In memory of Emma Hinsz
Bev & Steve Christensen

In honor of Lawrence “Larry”
Hoffman

Advanced Engineering &
Environmental Services, Inc.

Steve & Rebecca Braaten

Jodi Burkhardt Bruns & Steve
Bruns

Dan & Karla Casanova

Dickey County Commissioners

Dickey County employees

Dickey County Weed Board

Joel & Cathryn Durheim

Ellendale Civic Assn.

Clifford & Teresa Elsen

Maud Evans Saddle Club

Randall & Gayle Fauth

Herbert & Vincentia Flakoll

N. Eileen Gienger

Leslie & Tony Hanson

\ergene Harrison

Reinhard & Sherlene Hauck

Harold & Arlena Heinrich

Darlane & Larry G. Hoffman

Marvin & Marion Hoffman

Russell & Sherry Hosford

Beth Innis

Gina Ketterling

Cindy Kronberg

Grant & Laura Labatte

Carl, Kary, Marshall &

Cheyanne

Lindgren

Jeree & Lynn Meyers

ND County Auditors Assn.

Darrel & Phyllis Olson

Frances Olson

Raymond & Jan Peterson

Frank & Lonnie Privatsky

Karl & Jerry Rekow

Cecile Ringgenberg

Allen & Dorothy Robinson

Jonathan & Dawn Smith

Southeast Water Users Inc.

Judy & Harvey Vasvick
Marsha Wienk

Charles & Pamela Wolff

Don & Rosemary Zimbleman

In memory of Ruth Johnson
James & Donna Fritz
Laura & Bud Griffin

In memory of Dean Lamb
Gerald & Kathy Henry

In memory of Robert Malling
Halmrest family

Harold & Patricia Jacobson
Travis & Elizabeth Jacobson

In memory of Betty
McCormick
Greg & Debbie Childs
Gloria & Harold Johnson
Frank & Lonnie Privatsky
Verdun & Jazque Schauer
Burton & Sindy Schmitz
Willard & Linda Schnell
Margaret Suchomel
Richard & Theresa Tokach
Allan & Marilou Voegele
Roberta Wachter

In memory of Karen Paasch
Obrigewitch

Larry Cymbaluk

James & Donna Fritz

Wayne & Karen Gerbig

Theresa & Ivan McGee Jr.

Randy & Sue Mosser

Alvin & Kaye Nelson

Ardene O’Connell

Marjory D. Plummer

Pete & Becky Robison

A. Darrel & Jane Rusth

Tim Staggs

In memory of Roger Perschke
Leland & Carla Wolf

In memory of Walter Piehl Sr.
Mark O. Stutrud

In memory of Sam Rhoades
Herman & Georgianna Dolezal

In memory of Orville Rodne
John & Becky Hild

Patricia Rodne

In memory of James Runck
Don & Janice Rustad

In memory of Herda Schauer
Schmidt
Frank & Lonnie Privatsky

In memory of Jim Shoulders
Alvin & Kaye Nelson

In memory of Louis &
Kathryn Signalness
Alvin & Kaye Nelson

In memory of Glenn
Smebakken

Joyce Fossum

Judy Fossum Mathern

In memory of Wayne “Pork”
Stark

Donna (Redd) Morrison &
Evelyn Morrison

In memory of Jack Thompson
Jesse James

Sheila Marie

Jiggs & Ardene O’Connell

In memory of Frances “Billie”
Trotter
Barbara & Gerald Walla

In memory of Gwen Trotter
Alvin & Kaye Nelson

In memory of Kathleen “Kay”
Voigt

Dean & Debbie Rodne

Arlyce Schulte

Duaine \oigt

In memory of William “Bill”
Winter

Dakota Plains Cooperative

Pat Higgins Caudel

Jerry & Amy Noeske

William & Nancy Noeske

In memory of Bruce Zingg
Wayne & Carolyn Eckroth
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undraising

Members Contribute to NDCHF

The following are new or renewing NDCHF members. To contribute to the sustaining drive, the building fund or the NDCHF
Foundation, please complete and mail the form on page 29. (This information includes deposits made in July-October 2007 only.)

Pledges/Capital Fund
Bud & Pam Anderson

Cloverdale Foods Co.

Fisher Sand & Gravel Co.

L. Curtis* & Jill Luchsinger

MDU Resources Foundation

Steve & Debra Russell

Theater Chairgssoo)
L. Ray Baird

Emmet & Dorothy Dorgan

Jim & Jean Nesheim

Memberships

Diamond Saddle ($1,000-$4,999 annually)

Robert & Catherine Gruman

Gold Buckle ($500-$999)
Willard** & Linda Schnell

Silver Buckle ($250-$499 annually)

Theresa Barger Brown & Travis
Brown

LeRoy & Carla Fettig, Williston Basin Oil &
Title Service

Al & Peggy Gustin

Todd & Marie Hauer

H.L. & Shirley Meschke

Kenneth* & Marlys Radenz

Chester & Joy Reiten

Dorvan & Eileen Solberg

Arlon Voge, Farmers Livestock Exchange

Duaine Voigt*

Trophy Spurs ($200-$249 annually)

Mr. & Mrs. Tyrone Baker

Terrald & Carol Bang, Terrald Bang
Ranch*

Harvey & Cynthia Billadeau

Leland Brand

Steve Brooks, Brooks Chalky Butte
Ranch

Rex Cook*

Clark Cronquist Jr.*

Sandi R. Frenzel*

A. Jay Grantier*

Keith E. Johnson

Mark & Jessanne Knutson

Lois Krueger*

Phyllis Leutz*

L. Curtis* & Jill Luchsinger

Sheila Marie*, Painted Badlands Ranch
Eugene* & Colleen Pedersen

Dennis Schaner*

Kim M. Shade*

Jimi Lou* & Gary Woodard

Vonny Young*

Ranch Boss ($100-$199 annually)

Bud & Pam Anderson

James K. Bender

Keath* & Cynthia Borchert

Tracy Bridwell

James E. Burke family

George & Myrtle Dynes

Doug & Ceylon Feiring, Feiring
Angus Ranch

Karen & Kelly Fleck, Fleck Management Inc.

Joyce Fossum*

David Halstead, Dakota Co-Ranches

Armin & Connie Hanson

Arnold Hanson

Norris & Bev Hildre

Allen Jacobson

Travis & Beth Jacobson

Harold & Patricia Johnson

Barb Lang*

Robert* & Bonnie Lee

Melvin, Luella & Todd Leland,
Leland Red Angus Ranch

Thomas J. Murphy

Charles & Carol Olson

L.E. Osborn Jr.

Walter Piehl Jr.**

Barry & Donna Ronningen, Ronningen Farms

Richard & Jo Ann Ruud

Verdun & Jacque Schauer

Thomas & Pamela Schmid

Jason Schmidt

Raymond Schmidt Jr. & Terri
Schmidt

Raymond & Geneva Schnell

Earl Stoltenow

Roger Stuber

Art Todd*

Sharon Unruh*, Unruh Cattle Co.

Lloyd & Virginia Weckerly

Lawrence & Pat Wilson (Bonnie,
Woody & Scott Wilson)

Norman Vangsness

Shayne G. Yetter

Wrangler ($50-$99 annually)
Donald & Randi Adams
Shirley Burke

Wade & Kasey Carlin

Dan & Grace Cash

James & Janet Connolly
Adrian Crowfeather

Corrine Davis, Circle C
Russell & Marsha Dittus

Jerry & Carolyn Erickson
Collette & Casey Gjermundson
Curtis & Susan Hanson

Steve Hansen

AW. & Elizabeth Hill

Tim & Juanita Hoffman, Hoffman’s Tack
Darryl & Marcie Howard
Duane* & Orpha Howard
Gloria Johnson

James* & Elva Lou Johnston
John & Lina Lamsters

Jon & Jeannen McMillan

Clair Michels

Douglas Munski

H. Weyburn Niewoehner, Box N Ranch
Kevin & Cheryl Pavlish

Fern & Richard Pokorny

Jack Reich

Gary & Lois Ridenhower
Alois & Nancy Schall

G.A. Schaner

Arlyce Schulte

Tony & Marge Schwartz
Christy & Jack Stensland
Emeroy & Ardus Swanson

Kid’s Corral ($10 annually)
Kelly O. Fisher

Alex Giffen

Benjamin Giffen

* Denotes NDCHF Trustees
**Denotes NDCHF Board Members

(Please notify the NDCHF of any errors or
omissions by calling 701-250-1833.)
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Horse goes
to Minnesota

Cowboy Hall of Fame Trustees
raised more than $22,000 this sum-
mer selling tickets for the annual
horse raffle.

And, for the third year out of the
last four, the horse was won by Dean Dahl and his wife with Hall of Fame Hancock
someone from Minn.

North Dakota native Dean Dahl,
who lives in Thief River Falls,
bought the winning ticket in Man-
dan. Dahl, who plans to eventually
return to North Dakota with his fam-
ily, bought the ticket on one of his
many trips home this summer.

The beautiful bay roan colt, Hall
of Fame Hancock, was donated by
Trustee Roxanne Solberg-Gillespie
and her sons, Dakota and Colton.
They ranch near York, in northeast-
ern N. Dak.

Dahl, who had horses until recent-
ly, was thrilled to find himself back
in the horse game. And he was quick
to hook up the trailer to pick up the
colt sired by the legendary Joe Sage
Hancock.

Dahl arrived at Home on the
Range just days after his name was
drawn. He picked up his horse,
stopped to visit Tom Tescher and
headed home.

The rifle, given to the Trustee who
sells the most tickets, was won by
Vic Wilhelm of Halliday, who nar-
rowly nudged out Medora Trustee
Sue Mosser. Wilhelm also won the
rifle last year.
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Mail this form (or copy of it), along with your check, to:
North Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame, 1110 College Drive,
Suite 216, Bismarck, ND 58501
[] Membership Contribution of $ Category
[] Gift Membership $
[ Building Fund $
] Foundation $
] Memorial Gift of $ in honor of
] Memorial Plaque $ in honor of
[] Theater Chair Plaque $ $500.00 in honor of
[] Extra Holiday Contributions $

(see below)

Name:

Address:

City: _ Zip Code: Phone:
Credit Card: Exp. Date:

Also check out the NDCHF Medora Gift Shop for many other gift ideas, which can be
purchased online at:

NORTHDAKOTACOWEBOM

Join the North Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame!

The North Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame is a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation.
All contributions are tax deductible.

Kid Corral $10-49 annually
Wrangler Club $50-99 annually
Ranch Boss Club ———— $100-199 annually
Trophy Spurs Club $200-249 annually
Silver Buckle Club ———— $250-499 annually

Gold Buckle Club ———— $500-999 annually
Diamond Saddle Club —— $1,000-4,999 annually
Trail Drivers Club $5,000-9,999 annually
Bronc Rider Club ————  $10,000+ annually
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NDCHF sells theater chairs

Baird, who used memorial
money sent for his father to put
a brass plaque on one of the
theater chairs.

Baird says, “It was a nice way
for me to create a memorial for
my dad, Ray, who passed away
last year.”

The cost for putting a brass
plaque on a theater chair is
$500, and Dorgan says it’s “first
come, first served.” At this time,
three have been sold.

Modeled after the old Medora
Town Hall of 1903 when
Theodore Roosevelt visited, the
theater seats 55 and is used to
show the orientation video and
provide meeting space for small
events.

Would you like to put your
name or the name of a loved
one on a piece of the Hall of
Fame?

There’s a new opportunity
for those who wanted to put
their name on a patio table,
but didn’t have the opportu-
nity.

The 34 tables on the beau-
tiful patio quickly sold to peo-
ple who wanted to put their
family or friends’ names on
part of the project for $1,000.

NDCHF Executive Director
Darrell Dorgan says a lot of
people were disappointed they
missed out on the opportunity,
and someone asked about
putting names on the chairs
in the Hall of Fame’s popular
theater.

First in line to buy a chair
was NDCHF President Phil




November 2007 ¢ The Cowboy Chronicle « Page 31

EMBER News

Jennifer Hanson, NDCHF member,
competed in the July 2007 Country
Woman of the Year contest. She was
one of seven finalists from across N.
Dak. Hanson and her husband, John,
operate the historic Logging Camp
Ranch west of Amidon.

NDCHF member Frank Privatsky,
who has been farming and ranching
east of Moffit for 25 years, attended

a “Corn in Your Crop Sequence” tour
during July. The Friends and Neigh-
bors Day at the Great Plains Research
Lab south of Mandan was geared to-
ward producers and the general public
alike.

Theodore Roosevelt, NDCHF in-
ductee, was honored by a Sept. 13-15
symposium and the sale of the Eberts
Ranch to the U.S. Forest Service.

The three Eberts brothers and

their wives wanted to preserve the
legacy of the ranch and the land where
Roosevelt once rode.

Fourteen-year-old Sadie Gjermund-
son, Halliday, is making a name for
herself in rodeo. The granddaughter of
NDCHF members Stan and Sharon
Gjermundson, she won the AQHA
Horse of the Year award at the 2007
Girls Wrangler Junior High Finals Ro-
deo in Aug. She accumulated winning
points in goat tying, breakaway rop-
ing, pole bending and ribbon roping.

Jamie Hande, of Hande Equine
Therapy, was recently featured in the
Bismarck-Mandan City Maga#nShe
was recognized as a Young Entrepre-

neur Success Story (Y.E.S.S.). Her
parents are NDCHF members Cary
and Margie Hande.

NDCHF Board member Willard
Schnell received the 2007 ND Stock-
men’s Assn. Honorary Membership
Award at the Annual Convention in
Sept. A 56-year member of NDSA,
he has served the assn. and the beef
industry as a cattleman, horseman,
businessman and auctioneer. He has
sponsored NDSA Spring Roundups,
cattle tours, beef expos and conven-
tions and served as auctioneer at some
NDSA fundraising events.

NDCHF Trustees Thorris Sandvick
and Terrald Bang are busy raising
money to build a 91,000-square-foot
indoor rodeo and events center in
Killdeer. To be named the High Plains
Cultural Center, it would provide a
facility for rodeos and other events, as
well as a technology center, commer-
cial kitchen, tourism center and plaza.

Lynn and Patti Hovde of Alexander
were recently recognized with the ND
Stockmen’s Assn.’s Environmental
Stewardship Award. They were recog-
nized for their innovative stewardship
practices in McKenzie County.

Cowboy Chronicle editor Cathy

A. Langemo’s latest book project is
now on store shelves. It is a pictorial
history of Mandan and part of Arcadia
Publishing’s Images of America series.

Joan (Hecker) Lennick and Franklin

“Tex” Appledoorn, both NDCHF
Trustees, were honored in Oct. by

the Dickinson State University Rodeo
Council. They each received the Arena
of Academic Excellence award, which
recognizes DSU alumni and their
achievements. Lennick was the 1962
Miss Rodeo North Dakota and Apple-
doorn competed on the university’s
first rodeo team in 1957-58.

Member Tom Gunderson and In-
vestment Centers of America were
featured in the Oct. issue of Prai-

rie Business Magazin&ounded in
1985 by Gunderson, ICA is based in
Bismarck. Gunderson’s latest busi-
ness venture is Real Estate Centers of
America, also based in Bismarck.

NDCHF Trustee Ellen Huber and
North Dakota Stockman magazine
editor Julie Ellingson received
Honorary American FFA degrees at
the Oct. National FFA Convention.
The award recognizes those who have
gone beyond their duties and made

a long-term difference in the lives of
students.

NDCHF member Mike Thompson’s
Curse of Al Capone’s Gald fictional
mystery about Guido Salvatore and
Alphonse Capone and $60,000 in $20
gold coins, will be available in Dec.

These "Member News"
items are ones the editor
and others provide. Feel
free to submit items for

future Issues.
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all7 National Day of the C

North Dakota Governor John Hoeven and North
Dakota high school rodeo students are shown in
the December 2007 issue of the American Cowboy
magazine (page 57). It was part of the coverage for
the 2007 National Day of the Cowboy, celebrated
in July.

NDCHF inducts seven

It was a moderate August day in Me-
dora as seven new inductees joined the
over 90 already part of the NDCHF’s
distinguished Hall of Honorees.

Keynote speaker Jack Zaleski, of
the Forum of Fargo-Moorhead, spoke
proudly of his connection to western
North Dakota, though he is not a North
Dakota native himself.

His wife, Sandi (Davidson), grew up
on a Sentinel Butte ranch/farm that has
been in her family for generations.

Zaleski recalled the many tests San-
di’s family, especially her five brothers,
put him through before accepting him
into the family.

He said, “It’s that ranch and horse
culture. The people are different in this
region—in a unique way.”

Zaleski is amazed at the amount of
work it takes to successfully operate
a ranch and how that creates a strong

work ethic.

He went on, “And that’s the point of
the Cowboy Hall of Fame. It is indeed
unique--a home for the lore and legend,
history and heritage of Dakota ranching
and the horse culture.

Those of you who have worked so
hard to make it a reality have earned an
honored place in this state.

And I’m honored, by you, to be a part
of this grand celebration of the land and
people of the west.”

The 2007 inductees included Donald
Stevenson and Jake Larson, ranching;
John Quilliam, Almit Breuer and Harry
Olson, rodeo; Sam Rhoades, rodeo pro-
ducer; and the Tibor Brothers, arts and
entertainment.

(You can read their illustrious bi-
ographies in the July 2007 Cowboy
Chronicle.)

INDUCTION
SPONSORS:

Cloverdale Foods
Company, Mandan

Four Bears Casino &
Lodge, New Town

Imperial Palace,
Las Vegas

Mitzel Builders,
Bismarck

Prairie Knights Casino
& Lodge, Fort Yates
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__~ ' Induction Resap

Patio Party

Judy (Schnell) Tibbet

Amanda Schaff, Darrell Dorgan & Ginny Jake Larson fam & Willard Schnell

Eck run the bar. enjoying patio par I dancing
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alendar of Events

2007

Nov. 16 — ND Angus Assn. Annual Meeting & Banquet

— Mandan

Nov. 30-Dec. 1 — Chamber of Commerce Cowboy

Christmas, Medora

Dec. 5 — ND Stockmen’s Assn. Board Meeting —

Mandan

2008

Feb. 8-9 - NDSU Little International — Fargo

Feb. 8-9 — NPRA Rodeo, Bismarck

Feb. 12-13 — KFYR Agri-International — Bismarck
Feb. 22-23 — NDCHF Annual Meeting — Mandan

Mar. 4-9 — ND Winter Show — Valley City

Dec. 6-15 — National Finals Rodeo — Las Vegas
Dec. 7 — ND Red Angus Assn. Annual Meeting &

Banquet — Bismarck

Dec. 14 — ND Simmental Assn. Annual Meeting &

Banquet — Bismarck

EODEO Galleny.

Continued from page 19

stand, where the rider is standing
completely upright on the horse.

Bubel performed for about six years
at rodeos throughout the Midwest
and was always a crowd pleaser with
her great smile and athletic talent.
Her costumes, designed by her mom,
always had coordinating pieces for
“Tee.”

Bubel added Roman Riding to
her repertoire after a few years. She
would take her horse over a jump, do
figure eights, stop and back up. The
secret of Roman Riding is to remain
in perfect sync at all times.

Today, Bubel continues her rodeo
career by competing in the break-
away-roping event, while working at
Tesoro Refinery in Mandan and as an
equine massage therapist.

Robyn Nelson is another former
Miss Rodeo North Dakota (2000) who
has a trick-riding career. She first pur-
sued her dream of becoming a trick
rider by attending a school put on by
Karen Vold and Linda Schultz.

From there, it has been practice,
finding the right horse, and fine-
tuning the fit of the saddle. In 2004,
she got her contract-act PRCA card,

a goal she set
for herself
when she first
started.
Nelson
teaches school
in Neb., but
gets back to
N. Dak. for a
performance
or two each
year. Although
she is unable
to perform as

much as she
would like to, Robyn is enthusiastic
about her trick riding.

She says, “I absolutely love it. It’s

addicting. The thrill . . . I like every-
thing about it. I love to perform, |
guess.”

Trick riders have their favorite po-
sition and for Nelson it is the suicide
drag. “I think I like to hear the crowd
gasp when | drop down along the
saddle,” she laughed.

Nelson says there is a lot of inter-
est in trick riding, and there is always
good attendance at the trick riding
schools, but not too many continue on
to the actual performance stage of the

sport.

Today, rodeo is still enhanced by an
act or two, and it has surely proven
itself and its ability to attract a crowd
on its own merit.

The quality of the bucking stock
and rodeo contestants can keep the
spectators on the edge of their seats.
However, the great acts are still there
to add to the entertainment of the day.

Note: The next issue will include
interviews with rodeo clowns and
bullfighters of North Dakota rodeo
history.
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Medora plans 19 Annual
Original Old Fashioned
Cowboy Christmas

A weekend of family events ranging from a cowboy jam-
boree to horse-drawn wagon rides to starlight shopping
awaits visitors to Medora for the 12t Annual Old Fashioned
Cowboy Christmas on Nov. 30-Dec. 1, 2007. The event is
coordinated by the Medora Chamber of Commerce.

Friday, Nov. 30

€
€

€

4:30-6:30 p.m. - Oyster stew at the Cowboy Café.
8:00 p.m. - Saturday Quilt Show & Silent Auction at
the Americlnn.

6:30 p.m. - Official opening of Medora’s 2007 Old
Fashioned Cowboy Christmas and Wreath Ceremony,
with local cowboys and cowgirls riding through the
streets to the Medora Community Center and hang-
ing a wreath outside the building.

7:00 p.m. - Cowboy Christmas Jamboree, featuring
some of the finest entertainment in the area and hon-
oring a local veteran with the 2007 Veteran’s Award.
Shops open and starlight shopping available on
Friday and Saturday nights, Nov. 30 and Dec. 1.

Saturday, Dec. 1

€

ah

a o dh

10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. - Free Buggy and Hay Rides
through Medora (pick up at Medora Community
Center).

10:30 a.m. - Movie at NDCHF

10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. - Billings County Courthouse
Museum annual open house.

11:00 a.m. - Fowl Fling, hosted by North Dakota
Beef Commission and District Four Cattle Women at
the Medora Community Center.

11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. - Eats-in-the-Streets - Local
businesses will have food/drinks for your enjoyment.
10:30 a.m. - Activities at the NDCHF, with free chil-
dren’s admission.

2:00 p.m. - Cowboy poetry at Medora Community
Center.

5:00-7:00 p.m. - Traditional Christmas dinner, served
buffet style.

8:00 p.m. - Dance at the Medora Community Center
is open to all ages. Fireworks spectacular during first
intermission of dance.

Shops open and starlight shopping available on
Friday and Saturday nights, Nov. 30 and Dec. 1.

For more information, contact the Medora Area Convention
and Visitors Bureau (701-623-4829; bcm@midstate.net) or
the Medora Chamber of Commerce (701-623-4910).

HALL OF FAME
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